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moſt ſhamefully proſtituted to the execrable 
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government, my grateful boaſt is the per- 5 
miſſion to dedicate to your Lordſhip theſe 
5 humble efforts to explain the nature and 
reaſons of our conſtitution and government : 
5 to the ignorant, and to enforce their energy 
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feel the ſatisfactory conviction of bearing a | 
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exceed the latter in numbers; and from the 
nature: of the diviſion, the majority muſt be 


x 


that coaſt, upon which ſo many of th them have 
_ unfortunately periſhed, e IT inn, 
Whatever diviſions of parties have exiſted 


7 in our country for theſe: three laſt centuries, 


r: between the retainers and reformers 


7 the old religion, between che Church and 


the: Preſbytery, the Round heads and e 


and che Revolutioniſts, the original | 


which the kingdom has ſince rp 
Such (if any) of theſe parties as ſtill ſubſiſt, Ez] 
"oa rather to have end A mere en 2 


ok; their e conflitent parts or fundamen- 
he nation, in fact, at pre- Preſent parties 


have abſorbed all the 


ontents. . The former far 


2 


by a more uniform principle, than 


the minority. Fot the eee ue 


"the 


Principles and go 
motives of the 


| conſtitution uit ovate; the Prefer 

el; bank — an the eſtabliſhed religion and 
) the averſion from any church 

nt -whatever; ; /the wiſhes 


— iv to: aan * Aigen of pulling: 7 
0 the allurements of a ſcramble to luſt, avarice, 


? 


and ambition; ; the pe ſonal envy, jealouſy, 
5 hatred, inſult, injury, diſa pointment, or loſſes 
of individuals, are amongſt the multifarious 
motives, reaſons, and inducements, which 
- bring together a ſet of diſcordant individuals, 
who, from the moment; and by the terms of 


12 5 _— engagement, ſacrifice their ſeveral be- 


terogeneous principles to the common ere 
I» 15 dſtandard- of diſcontent; for in the pat 
cal, as well as in the phyſical ſyſtem, the 
moſt oppoſite ingredients may, like vinegar 
and oil, be ſo incorporated as to bear the 
ee of a perfect coalition, When, 
therefore, I ſhall in ere conſider or ſpeak 

of this oppoſite'ps which I ſhall in gene- 
ral call the minority, 15 Gall drop every idea 
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| Ry th and government. 


8 e preſent internal political tz 


tion to che Waſority: of the conunarteyt” 
are happy under, and thereft 


bre wiſh” and 
intend to preſerve the a form of their ; 


- Whoeyer views with Nee n | 
te ofthis. :- 
dily admit, 


country, will, I am confidenty'n 


A it would be a fruitleſs attempt to fingle 


out one individual from the whole minority, ö 


| : who ſides with that party, merely from the 


motives which diſtinguiſhed one of the old 
parties of this country from the o OY at 128 
a of their original formation. 
1 may, perhaps, be ſingular, "this bits. 
tion will prove how far I am warrantable) in 
attributing the formation, the continuance and 


the increaſe of all ſuch parties, as have at 


different times divided our country, to the 


inconſiderate and haſty,” though, perhaps, 
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IE Ce Aer ae Greateſt evils 
well meant denial of true principles. It is no e ee et. 


leſs fingular than true, that the Churchman, incorfiderate 


denial of true 


the Royaliſt, and the Tory, admitting and wiſh- principles. 

ing to preſerve the true conſtitutional form 

of the government in being, were ſo blinded 

Ain their zeal, as to deny the truth of firſt 
principles, upon which the Puritan, the Inde · 


endent, and the Republican, unwarrantably 
* the falſeſt doctrines. Inſtead of 


1 9 | ſhewing, 


: 
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5 1 === ere cords fairly ds n 
te principles. Thus, when the altera - 5 
tions and differences of the oppoſite parties = 


came to be publicly agitated, they ſeldom 
went further, than the truth or falſity of the 
principles themſelves; in which conteſts the 
ſtrength of the argument was neceſſarily with 


thoſe, who contended for the principles; and 


whalſt that party had the addreſs to keep up 
(the. rene ß upon this ground only, they 


_ 1 0 eee mill . heretofore 


med to our unhappy. country, fr 


ſure king proſelytes of all thoſe, 
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deal. of theſe oppolite parties,” are of 900 5 


Fe ariot to che e of bis: atmoſt - 


25 prevent a repetition of them. ande 

mo re certain, than that a party of no/incon- 
— number of malcontents does at | 
moment exiſt in Gr — os 
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is 


a : dire&ted by his own op 


drin iples, which are ſuppoſed or repre ented 


8. e ee, wee the Rear "It's is” Hat. 
it 16 the — bn 264: W 


s, to inculcate the right e ne to 


judge and act for himſelf; and it is artfully 


out by many, that whoever" is not 


ion and judgment, is 
„ and deprived of that free- 


* which has been given to ne indivi- 
| „ an allwiſe Creator. | 2 As ; 


gion che elſes 


When I call to my recolle 


true principle, I am neceſſitated to 


— —— — 
—— the paw{ibility _— ruth of the 


nr 


5 ot former attempts to deduce falſe doQrines 


pO that if ſome true prineiples no- 
ANDRE and ſupported by the minority, 
are denied by the majority, the daily de- 
. — from the one to the other will very 
quickly invert the preſent proportion of their 
a reſpective numbers; for undeniable truth 
will ever make its own ways and by degrees 
gain over the multitude ; | amongſt "whom 
more will be, in the end, ub e the unbiaſſed 
freedom of their own judgment, than to the 
dictates of intereſted power and influence, 
5 | It. Was | long: Wy bald, 55 e Haie recti: 


Truth will 3 in 


the end make © 


its own way. 


when 


pl uſible appearance of 3 its a: Much 
2s I xeprobate the modern doctrine of civil 
| equalization, with all its tremendous train. of 
deſtructive concomitants, {ſo do I hold, that 
the denial of the truth of uncontrovertible 
principles muſt rather neceſſitate, than pro- 
voke men into the adoption of any doctrine, 
Which leaves them the liberty of a at aſſ 
to ſuch ſelf-evident propoſitions. 25 
I am happy in being e in * | 
principle of reaſoning, by the great poste of 
modern liberty. The Jeſuits,” ſays; he, 
about two. centuries ago, in order to vin- 
. their agg e 15 -P: ane * 5 


=. POTEN 8 TORE upon the Fir Pio of Go- 
e p. 27, 281 e . 
7 The works of 8 a Germa: felt, 1 
a burnt by the late Parliament of Paris, for teaching | 
| - theſe principles. It will be candid, and, Perhaps, ſatis- 
factory to the curious, to ſtate the words, in which this 
bing killing doctrine is expreſſed by this author; as the 
8 judgment upon it will vary according to the admiſſi- | 
bility of the doctrines of | paſſive "obedience and non- 
reliſtance.. 4 Ad defenfionem vite & integritatis menghro- 
rum, licet etiam filio, religioſo & ſubdito ſe tueri, fi opus fit, 
cum 'occifione, contra ipſum parentem, ablatem, prineipem niſ : 
forte propter mortem hujus ſecuura gent nimis magna in- 
| commoda, ut bella, 5c.” lib. iii. pars 1. de Homicidio, art: 


ni. 6 To e one's 2 or limbs, it is lawful for - | 
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18 


thei advexſaries,):in Dalat ad eons; an: - 
inſtead: of ſhewing hom they abuſed and per- 
f All, 


verted that! fundamental principle o 
government, in the caſe in queſtions di 


what diſputants, warmed with controverſy, 75 


are very apt to do; they denied the principle 
itſelf, and maintained that all civil power is 
derived from God; as if the Jewiſh theocracy 


had been eſtabliſſied throughout the whole 


world.” And, The hiſtory of this contro- 
verſy, about the doQrine of paſlive obedience. 
and non-reſiſtance, affords a ſtriking example 
of- hs e of n Tecourle to falſe pls 


child, 2 religious wan or a fubje to defend bimſelf 


againſt his parent, ſuperior, or ſovereign, if it be neceſ- 


fary, even by killing the aggreſſor ; unleſs by killing 
him very great miſchiefs indeed ſhould happen, as wars, 
Ke. To Engliſhmen, who ſomerimes ſoften their ver- 
dict by finding a /e defendendo, theſe principles may not 
| ſeem more outrageous, than Dr. Prieſtley's own doc- 
trines. . If it be aſked, how far a people may lawfully 
go, in puniſhing their chief magiſtrates ? I anſwer, that 


if the enormity of the offence (which is of the ſame ex- 


tent as the injury done to the public) be conſidered, - 
any puniſhment is juſtifiable, that a man can incur in 


human mee” 1 e on 2 1 Prix . Ll Govern | 


ment, p. 36. 
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EL ry e rot Pl Ee ee 
4s fingular, that in the eatiety* of ae EP. 
1 ent and modern authors, who ſpeak fami- 
Barly of the conſtitution, I ſcarcely find __ 2 
det attempts to define it; und yet 1think it 5 #4 
the firſt"duty of every writer to define, 
ut leaſt atconding to tis" own. conceptions, | . 
_ which he undertakes to diſcuſs®.” : 
By the conſtitution of England, I mean err 

W m de ions from the firſt des. 
principles of civil government, which the 8 „„ 
community have adopted as general rules £ AE a 
for carrying into action that right or power of mY. 
Hovereignty, which unalienably reſides with n 
them, and which conſequently form the in. | 


mediate baſis or ground, upon which all the | 
nus of the community are founded. The ©: © 
tranſcendent force of the reaſons for theſe „ 


propriety 2nd exaftneks, that aſſemblage of laws, inſti- 
tutions, and cuſtoms, derived from certain fixed mes. 5 
ples, of reaſon, directed to certain fixed objects of public /_ ; 3 
00d, chat "compoſe the general ſyſtem, according to | | 
which the community hath agreed to be governed.” 
e nn e 1739. 


| „„ FS 6 e from che community 
DT an univerſal and unexceptionable admiſſion 
| — of them, which has fuperſeded the neceſſity 
bol expreſſing them in a given form of words, 
5 + | like particular laws. They are not like 
_ thoſe metaphyſical * or mathematical rules, 
hich. ſerye to direct and regulate, the prac. 
5 tice; but they are themſelves ade and 
353  Pradical.rules; Which can never ceaſe t = 
. = 57 operate their; effect upon the 3 4 
Ek - whilſt the government ſubſicts; they have a 
ä 2 5 ee ene. in the ſtate, and li | = 
N work in uche ede. which may LA commo- 


le 


. wo "M0 Slit ior in the 1 muſt: necelfrity 
„„ 5 ane, its vicible ſtation on the ſurface. 
; —— of me e And, indeed, we may obſerye the remark- 
 waysretwrning Table manner, in which i it has been maintained 
in the midſt of ſuch genera commotions, As 

LE - ſeemed unayoidably. to prepare. its deſtruc- 
- tion. It roſe igain, we ſee, after the war 
1 between Henry! the Third and his barons; 


-after the ent en of Hen ry the. Fourth; 


: anch after the long and bloody: contentions 
betcheen the houſes of Tork and by Salter; 
"ny; thoughaotally de 

EH ——8 
| ; 8 „ > . i e 5 = 8 e 9 x e e „ 
de Latte? on che Cntiion of Engl, b f 
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leg ts ancient e . 
Ahe ſtate of. compulſive. force, ufurpatlon, 
or tyranny, is a temporary ſubverſion of the 
government, as a tempeſtuous commotion 
of the ſea is a tem drary derangement or 
violation of the natural laws of ſpecifie gra- 
_ vity, by which the cork would for ever re- | 
ain afloat upon the Water. 4% As uſur- Difference d 
pation,” fays Mr. Locke, * is the exerciſe of ny 2 8 
power, .- which another 1 . a right to, ſo 
tyranny is the exerciſe of power beyond 
right, which no body can have a right to.. 
And he ſays elſewhere, + * No polities can. - 
be founded on. . ding. but the e * 
the people. Rn 
25 Before I enter eee ation. 5 par- 
| ticular nature, of our conſtitution, it will not 
be i improper to ſubmit to my readers what 
this ſolid and perſpicuous philoſopher ſays "Y 
the general, forms of a common: wealth 
1 * On a e 


> | hots TT of the Lease) . A i 
| them; may employ all that power in making 
1 { laws for the community from time to time, 
4 and ext ecuting thoſe laws by officers. of theit 
own appointing, and then the form of the 
7 government is a perfect democracy; or elſe; | 
"Ip 1 put the power of making laws into 
=; 


the Hands of a few ſelect men, and their 
heirs ot fucceflors, and then it is an oligarcby; WF. 
or elſe into the hands of one man, and then 
it is $'2 monarchy ; if to him and his heirs, it 
e 0-14 JBUY hereditary monarchy ; ; if to him only for 
bo life, but upon his death the power only of 
nominating a ſucceſſor to return to them, an 
= eftive monarchy ; ; and fo accordinply of 
eſe the community may make compound. 
mixed forms of government, as they 
And if the Iegiflative power 
given by the majority to one ot 
e pe 12 only for their lives, or any 
limited time, and then the ſupreme powey | 
to them' aga ; when it is ſo re. 
may diſpoſe GREY 


new Bibsof government. | 
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m Have « once Om ce 
garen or or ar: power Ver r allet, 
I ve the force and obligation of a law, Shih 
| "hs not its ſanction from that legiſlative which 
the public has choſen and appointed; and 
_ fo, in a conſtituted commonwealth, there can 
be but one ſupreme power, which i is the le⸗ 
Se to which all t , are and muſt | 
be ſubordinate.” begs ener el 
18 nation or Com TO hav: „e WM 
| centuries choſen; and the majority, at this hour 
continue to chuſe a form of government par- 
taking of the democratical, ariſtocratical, and 
monarchical; for * te theſe three ſpecies of go- 
vernment have all of them their ſeveral perfec- 
tions and imperfections: : democracies are uſu» 
Aly the beſt calculated to direct the end of a 
hw; ariſtocracies to invent the means, by which 
that end ſhall be abtained; and monarchies 
do carry choſe means into execution; and the 
- ancients, as Was obſerved, had, in general, no 
idea of any other permanent form of govert- 
en thoſe” en for though Jicero | 


5 . E "IN Jabs RS, 05 78 Fra MESS 25 p29 ke 
8 1 . * Blakif. Introd., t hi q nk p. 50, in the quart 
en M EAT ATA CLE, TEL 8 
"4 I his becks, | s 1 
5 1 : 6 1 : 
5 a 1 & 


” x K x * * ö 
: IG | ay | | 
SP 2 


4 deelares himſelf of opinion, . 2/2 bee, 1 
i] Pituram pempublicam, gua. er eribus | inixed gorern- 
of hi regats optime, et popu lars 5 9 
* Flat 2 et, Tacitus treats... his a 

„ mixed government, formed [out ut of them 90 r, 

» and raking of he cranes fcc Salts 

+ WM viſionary whim, and one, chat if effected coo. 5 
4 never be laſti ene Gel e eee , 

an 


bt happily fer us of this ind. 5 — 
je- Britiſt conſtitution 5 long remained, and 
"Y T truſt will long continue, a.ſtanding_excep- © | 
Boon to the truth of this obſervation. For, 
5 as with us the executive TW of. the. laws TY 
ur WI is lodged in a fingle perſon, they, bare all the : 
- WH advantages of ſtrength and diſpatch, that are = 
i; do be found in the malt abſolute e 5 
o. and, as the legiſlature of the kingdom is en. 
c. truſted to three diſtinet powers entirely in- 
u- dependent of each other; fr, .the king; i 
„ ſecondly, the lords ſpiritual and ener 5 1 
ich which is an ariſtocratical. auembly of per 8 
«.. Fre for their piety, their birth, their wile 
Vo m, their valour, or their property; and, 
| Pr houſe of co co ommons, freely choſen; 
m. by che peo! en Kae cel es, Which. 
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=—_— | theothertwoj hoe deny 1 8 n 
„ gia epative- power, fufſicient do repel au in- 
which it ſhall think ine or 
dangerous. Here then is lodged the fove- 
| reighty of the Britiſm conſtitution; and lodged 
2 beßeßcialiy as is poflible for ſociety; + 
II is not only allowed by our on authors; 

HE 5 h ze bery natural, but alſo by all foreign 
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writers, who have treated upon the -conſtitus 
tion and laws of England, that the mixed 
„5 form of our government gives it à decided 

preference over every other government an- 


ꝑ— cient or modern. The firſt part then of our 
| 5 | conſltation, which comes under my conſi- 

„ „ is the inveſtiture or dpi f the 
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tempted to prove, that the hereditary peers of 


5 this realm, or a given number of elected N 2 


commoners poſſeſs any particle of legiſlative | 
authority, independently of the communivy;. 
rand prerogative immediacy from Al | 
| above and wholly independent. prin com | 
The proper place for examining 

this doctrine will be, in conſidering the rights, 
powers, id nee ae the king; I ſhall, 
| however, forthe preſent preſume, bat I hope 
hereafter ta prove, that mee ee makes and 

— qualifies the king, and the 

| munity aden de lax; fo the Ki ing 
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el dale of. this: ne was of, the Fer 5 . | 
WA, OG en, or doctrine; and . 0 
ing that pe it a8 certainly made 4 a 


FL ligion makes a part of our conſtitution at this, 
d as. it did alſo in the year 1688; for, 
rove. before, t Eu 


community mult; ever retain an ind 
right of making a civil eltabliſhment of hat 
: religion, which the i hall hats | 
thought it their duty to adopt ; for this duty; 

| 1520 pq, each indir idual e . 
| munity. King James the Secor „ 
d adopted the Roman catholic religion, "I 
ilſt he was duke of York and the preſump-- . 
the, crown: the apprehenſions +I 


alarmed, a” if the © crown ſhould. = 
bs NO 1a deen of that e ns > 


"4 


g . which: "they hn mop 3 1 6 — 5 


1 deareſt a” Tight and liberty; az 
| Tres the medal effect of their Own free © 


: port of this bill was to have ſet aſide the 


3 eee er had a right to alter and 


Us Houſe o of; nen * ee 88 e 
Pill of excluſion, which raiſed ſuch a ferment 
in the latter end of the 1 reign of king Charles „ 
the Second. It is well known, that the pu-. 


7 3 1 


ng's brother, and preſumptive heir, tie 
duke of York, from the ſucceſſion, on nje 


A 7 


ſcore of his being a apiſt'; that it paſſed the — 
houſe of commons, but was reje&ed! by the re bin of er- 
lords; the king having alſo declared before eee 


© : "dy that he never would be brought to con- 


to it. From this tranſaction we dearly 
"ew that our anceſtors were decidedly of opi- 
-nion; that the community, by the act of their 
pe 
tlie conſtitution” and government, as they 15 
ſhould think proper; for the lords did not re. 
e bill, becauſe they wanted the power of | 
rin; n it, but becauſe they thought it in- 1 Oe 
pelt tal i ſhould then paſs into WOE: „ 
Hence alſo may we learn a moſt pra „ Reels ae 
" n upon the ſupereminent excellency wh 
our conſtitution, which, though it has inveſt- 


EA ide whole legiſlative? body with ſuch . i 


| adency of power, that it is now pro- 
, called omnipotent, yet h as it fo ju di. | 
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"Mat ahotbrone is thereby vacant." This leam- 5 
ed commentator upon our laws c 1 
5 : 472 + The facts e 
\ 1 5 
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fe by of K OR 
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;ů„  _ Ramenry: convention, | repreſen 
i . 5 : os : * 
5 rather chuſe to conſider this great 
T. meaſure, upon the ſolid foott f 
il 3 3 - . 
| 2 8 | 
7 - J . 1 
"2 : ö ; 


Ji, it is nom become our duty, at at this dil. „ 


„ 1 portant queſtion, and having in fat decided - 


_ tance of time, to ace 


5 which v was built upon this foundation, and 1 
5 N e 5 8 obliged | 1 
$25 e | | 
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5 een u. ten g 5 
1 ihc. maintain it. When this learned Judge Black. 


* 


__clearh playing the examination of the facts, 
Which occaſioned! it; and when he admits, 
5 that our ances . emen RY. 

7 geſtion; it if an ee ade wee, the eden 
pre. exiſtence of thoſe principles, upon which Sn 

it was effected ; for if thoſe principles had - 

 oxiginated/out of the revolution, they could 

155 en have juſtified the revolution of 


ee baue e 5 
e poſſibility of human occurrences. „„ g 
More than a whole e now Wehe, 


the eee 


elapſed; ſince this memorable event Was conctuded by 
brought about by the majority of che nation, h.. 

and that concludes. the whole; and whatever 0 

feeble efforts have during that period of 

= time, been ttempt. by the Jacobite party, 

 toicbunteratt and dſubxert the eftabliſnment 


made at the revolution, it can never be pre- 
 tbaded; that that party made more, - than a 


veryn inſignificant: minoxity of the commu- 
| nity who Lonſequently wers concluded by 
tus acts onthe majority, n 


C 07 the R 5" an 
ed ally Peüncden to e n. ſuch ate, 1pts 
IItt is but juſtice, however, to mark be. 
ference between ſuch individuals, as, follow- 
ing the fortunes of their abdicated ſovereign, 

_ _ quitted and | renounced the community, 
. they had 4 Highs to do) and thoſe, - 
who continuing to enjoy the Protection and 
benefit of the community, rebelled: againſt 
ee, "46g ſtate, by attempting to force and ſubject 
dme avowed ſenſe and open acts of the majo- 
- rity to the pretended rights and encroach- 
ments of an uſurping minority. By the ar- 
titzcles of Limerick, the right of transferring 
teir allegiance to à foreign power was ex- 
preſsly ſtipulated for and granted to thoſe, | 
who ſhould chooſe - on F this, ee to 1 5 
„ we community. + 
- Thawte. IDE eveloriths is to de lakes; p as 5 
e u r ee much (if not more) the act of thoſe, who 


i ofthoſe whoa 

|  proveotwot Rave ever fince approved of it by the adop- 

- thoſe who plan- 

= 11 W tion and ſupport of the eſtabliſhment, that 

| was effected by it, than of thoſe, who firſt 
planned and brought it to bear. And I have 


: tow reſpettable a deference for the Engliſh na- 


| tion, to charge them with having, as jury. | 

1; TR. brought in'a falſe verdict, by finding - 

e againſt the matter of fact, which occaſioned ll 
ile reve lution, or with having, as Judges, 5 

onounced en th fe of . e 2 


. is Priviphe ad Wen, | „„ 179 


85 debunivg the principles, upon Which ir un 
effected. 1 ſhould: not hold myſelf. juſtii- 
able in drawing a veil over the one or over 
the other. I moſt ſtrongly, therefore, repro- - 
bate the idea of the rights of the people of 
England being weakened by any of the cir- 
| cumſtances & tir attended the revolution, or 
that any poſſible act of the legiſlature could 
render the principles, upon which the revo: 
lution was effected, leſs Rs in ee 
_than they; hall before bee 8 9 5 
The before mentioned declaration how the Our anceſtors. 


were anxious to 


 nadonal convention of the/circumſtances, that deliver down 
on this oceaſion ſummoned them to the ex- „Le e 
erciſe of their inherent and indefeaſible rights, m. 
which I call the verdi& of the nation, ſo fr 
from being calculated to ſuppreſs or diſ- ö 
ſemble the matter of fact, appears to have Fer ae 
been worded with the moſt cautious inten- . EN 
tion of handing down to the lateſt poſterity yr 
5 a full and faithful ſtatement of the facts, | 
which induced them to make, and would in- 
duce poſterity to approve of and ſupport 
ſdthßeſe alterations in the conſtitution and>go- — 
vernment of the country. They make this 
expoſition, or rather boaſt, of the cirru m. 
Aancer, as tending to vivi ify and confirm, not to 
8 Mr. Burke? s RefleQions on the Revolution in France, 
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of fucceſhon, they meant to. perpetuate ; and. 
the acts, which they engrafted upon this de- 


claration, are the ſtrongeſt evidence of our 


anceſtors wiſhes to keep alive and active 
the principles, upon which they paſſed them. 
Some perſons may alſo formerly have been 
prepoſſeſſed of the idea, that the revolution 
was * © an aft of neceſſity, in the ſtricteſt 
moral ſenſe, in which neceſſity can be taken; 
and that it ſhould never þ furniſh a precedent 
for any future departure from what they had 
then ſettled for ever. Through fear and 


- anxiety. therefore, left in theſe prepoſſeſſions 


the genuine principles of the revolution might 
merge and become extinguiſhed, the nation 
at different times has taken the moſt effec- 
' tual means to perpetuate the ſpirit and prin- 
ne of the: revolution to their lateſt; pof- 
terity, whom they endeavoured at the ſame 
time by all poſſible means to ſecure againſt 
che occaſions of calling them into action. 

It appears from hiſtory, that during the 
. queen Anne, many complaints were 
made by. the biſhops in particular, of the 
increaſe of Difſenters, and of the licentious 
and; W do EIS We OY a}, 
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7 | -nertainly: were not grounded upon the 
"of our having noun pe rights at the reuo- 

y, they were adopted 
for the expreſs and avowed purpoſes of keep- 


of its Pringle ond 2 


1 1 clergy; by which: they. would infer, 4 

that the church of England was brought into 

great danger: and very ſtrong attempts were 
made from the pulpits and elſewhere, to in- 


181 


empts to 
„ abel the re · 
volution princi- 
s, by the pro- 
pagation of tory 
* 


; culcate into the people Tory principles and 


- Thefe matters were warmly debated in the 


. houfe of peers; * and Lord Somers took a 
leading part in them.” Theſe perfons, as Mr. 
Burke obſerves, 8 “ had many of them an 

active ſhare in the revolution, moſt of them 


had feen it at an age capable of reflection. 
The grand event and all the diſcuffons, 


which led to it and followed it, were then 
| "alive: in the memory and converſation of all 


men.“ The public fteps, which were then 
taken by the nation, were probably ſuggeſted 
and recommended by Lord Somers, and they 


lution; on the cont 


3, which militated directly againſt 
hig principles, upon which the revo- 
brought about and eſtabliſmed. 


Declaration of 
the nation that 
the revolution 
principles were 


neither prejudi- 


cial to or 
ſtate. - 


in alive the genuine conſtitutional principles, 1 


* „vid. Hil. ad a « the Houſe of Lords 
ol ii. p. 154. & ſeq. 4 Anne. 
= I a coal to the Old n, pe 55. 


N r wach e au of the people to alter 
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ſecond was the royal proc 
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hs n Ang: 3 was . 5 


at the revolution, and upon the preſumption, 


that the church of England could not be 
| brought into danger by the e a8 my 
maintenance of" thoſe peineiples 

The firſt of theſe ſteps was e 
tion of the before mentioned clauſe into the 
act (4 Ann. c. viii li.) for the better ſecurity of her 
 majeſty's perfor and government, and of * the 
 fucceſſion to the crown England in the ro- 
.. teftant line, which makes it high treaſon to 
deny 10 the people, by their repreſentatives 
in parliament, the right or power to limit, 
as they ſhould think proper, the emen inhe- 1 
. Titance, and government of the crown. The 


the 20th Dec. 1705, in e ö | 2 = 
in order to publiſh to the nation 2 Fr _ 
vote of both houſes of parliament, that the 


„ ee 1% not in danger. And the procla 


mation contains her majeſty's declaration, 
"that ſhe: would proceed with the utmoſt ſe- 
rerity. the law: ſhould allow of, againſt the 
auto: or ſpreaders af ſuch ſeditious and 


ſcandalous reports. In the ſixth year of her 

ſaid majeſty's reign, after the union, this 
_ clauſe of high treaſon for denying the right 
3 of parliament to new model the Ms, ; 


"Mo 
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nd extended, to, oo . 


. eee two 9 os 5 1 8 nation, N 
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ſeem 


„that nothing was left to be 


done, in order 5 give permanency and vigor 
t the principles, upon which the revolution | 


party to have the opportunity of a clear, au- 
. thentic, recorded declaration of their political 
tenets upon the ſubject of a great conſti- 


| tutional eve 2nt 
_ The Whigs had that , opportunity, or, to ſpeak 


EN 


ig miniſtry, and a Whig houſe of com- 


1 ns, and carried on before a prevalent 
= and ſteady majority of Whig peers. It was 
carried on for the expreſs. purpoſe of ſtating 
the true groùnds and principles of the reyo- 
Ke ion, what the commons emphatically called 
eee It Was carried on for the 
purpoſe of ng the principles, on 
Abich the 1 was firſt oppoſed, and 
afterwards calumniated, in order, by a . 
ridical ſentence of the higheſt authority, to 
confirm and fix Whig principles, as they had 
3 both 1 in the reſiſtance to Eng. James, 
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was eee. It rarely happens to a2 


„ like that of the revolution. 5 


__ properly, they made it. The impeach- 
of, Dx. Sacheverel was undertaken by * 


3 
trial inſtituted 
for r. were 
urpoſe of ma · 
Ming the 
m_ ſpirit of the 
evolution. | 


e from the New to > the On a Whigs, p. 54. 55. 


| Ly my be Revohition, and” . 


an in the fubfequent ſettlement ; and e 
them in the extent, and with the kmitatem, 
wich which it was meant they ſhöuld be un- 
5 derſtobd by poſterity. Without going i into 
| the particulars of the trial of 'Do@or 8a- 
/ cheveret, we [ſhall find ſufficient” in the pre- 
/amble to the ar ticles of i impeachment exhi- 
bited againſt him by the commons, to enable 
us to form a complete judgment upon the 
general intent and deſign of bringing on this 
trial. Such confidence and fuch glory did 
our anceſtors place in theſe principles, © that 
| ſtead of drawing a veil over them, they 
: Teemed to have adopted, 'by bringing « on this 
trial, the moſt effectual method poſſible of 
{| fubmitting' them to the” ſererelt rt f ; ”- 
minute and public inveſtipation: 
er reciting that the Senden 9 ae- 
wal taken place, to the great happineſs of 
the realm, and that the ſaid glorious en- 
terprize had ſince been approved by ſeveral 
acts of pin on * ogy 5 x 0a Teh forth 
| ; REL | TBE more 
| 3 en 
e 55 of king Wi lliam and queen Mary, entitled, An at de- 
| claring the rights and liberties of the fuljed, and fee 
e of the crown 15 and alſo by one other act made 
ä in the ſame year, entitled, An ag for preventing vera 
miuont ſuits againſt fuch as ated, in order to the bringing i in 
| ws N or ord theit 0 and alſo 2 one | other 
; ; | act 
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ſequences of the revolution; and that, not- 


- withftanding;/ Dr. Sacheverel bad, in o 
fleermons, which he preached and publiſhed, 


"attempted, by a © wicked, malicious, and ſo- 
— itious intention, to undermine” and ſubvert 
her majeſty” s government, and the Proteſtant 


| Tucceffion, as by law eſtabliſhed, to defame 5 i 


her majeſty's adminiſtration, to aſperſe the 
memory of his late majeſty, to traduce and 
condemn the late happy revolution, to con- 
tradict and arraign the reſolutions os deth 
her majeſty? 8 dubfeds, 50 


Wh inelte them to ſedition and--rebellion.”? 


The ſolemn judgment of the houſe of Peers 


85 ag inſt Dr. Sacheverel muſt, in my opinion, 
aan abſolutely unlawful for any Britil 
N "fabje@, in future, openly to deny or difap- 


prove of the revolution principles, or pub- 


1 liely to maintain thoſe, which are e 
q 


fled the Tory principles. 


In the line of morality or By: no Gn. 


| Ey be . l Is not reducible to ſome 


: K 20 made in the fame. year, 1 4 for appro . 
3 riating certain duties for paying the flates general of . the 


5 


united Province their charges for bis majeſly's expedition. 
Into this Kingdom, and for other uſes; and'the attings of the 


dd oell-offeed Jubjeds i in aid my ons of the fad 


e 


pb ee the 1 nne 
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The ie judgment 


W Saen 
it unlawful to 


maintain pub- /- 
licly tory na ; 


ciples. 


true 


f 


Was effected, and upon what principles is 
conſequences: are fſtill-.cheriſhed and main- 
_ tained. But as in all political diſquiſitions, 
this memorable. event is conſtantly reſorted 
to by all parties, even. for the moſt oppoſite | 
purpoſes, I ſhall attempt to delineate its 
5 naked portrait, without the incumbrance or 
diſguiſe of the ſlighteſt drapery. The nearer 
we approach to truth, the more u 4 9 


ns become ſimplified. Although it 


8 Do; it is not to JC LU POS Lid 8 
unexceptionable and univerſal c or aft 
of any ſociety of human beings, is neceſſarily 


tttree from the effects of thoſe, paſſions, to 


SEO ee, ſome of which each one of the comm 


The . and 
obligation of in 
di viduals, and 


is liable. When 1 ſpeak of the e + A 
fect or coercive dan eee of theſ © 


as. each. individual a e hairy of ; 
the community, be at liberty to perform. 
Wherever the end is lawful, the necetfry 
means to attain that end are alfo lawful, 


of the commu- As each. individual has not only the tranſ- 


nity, to adopt 
What they think 
the true 5 5 


cendent and indefeaſible right, but alſo the 


kricteſt mor} obligation. 1 ee that 
form 
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dborm of religious en which he thinks 

moſt agreeable to his Creator, ſo have tze 
” ommunity collectively, both the ſame right 
and the ſame obligation; and whenever the _ 
"majority of the community ſhall have ſo con- 
curred in the adoption of a religion, the 

| 1 maintenance and preſervation of it ſtand upon 1 
che ſame principles of right and obligation. 
At the time of the revolution, the majority — 
of the community did, as at this day they do. 
hold the free enjoyment of the Proteſtant 
religion, as their firſt and moſt important — 
liberty: they knew themſelves to be under 


De a Roman Catholic ſovereign; and their rwoted - | 


- diſlike to that religion made them look upon | The Hiftike and 
every imprudent exertion, as well as illegal OT 
ſtretch of the prerogative, as a direct attempt — 
to introduce and eſtabliſn what they called | 
Popery, upon the deſtruction and ruin of the 
Proteſtant religion. Whether this judgment 
. our anceſtors were true or Juſtifiable, it 
matters little for me to examine; it certainly 
Was the judgment of the majority, and, ther- 
fore, if any individuals did not chooſe to ſu. 
mit to its effects, they had the liberty ro 
quit the ſociety, but not to reſiſt or oppoſe 


: the act of the majority. gc TIE 11 8 
Fu I be, Cow bi. 3. | 
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8 EVE Wet toad! that this cee 
of poſterity were concerned in the rectitude 
5 rs their anceſtors deciſions gave birth to thoſe 


1: Aiſtrakted the ſtate, but at length are all 
| happily extinguiſhed,” This judgment was 

the natural refult of the aſſociated ideas of 
- Popery and tytanny; and it is notorious, 
| Sn though fingular, that the majority of the na- 
artig ne. tion at that time had been educated in the 
| wr wks e 'habirs (as may be Judged from the language of 
. ſtatutes) of never ſeparating the idea of a 
f Popiſh prince, from that of ws de un- 
3 den and wicked monarch. e 
e bilt-of" rights beg anedh sende 
e eee . ack of the nation, ſpecifies the charges, 
Which the nation had found againſt king 


* 


Wt the; e i ad *, y wick ME all e 
3 3 A | ' 8 1 5 2 of 


TT * 8 as 7 ag 5 85 os F by ah 
_—__ aſſiſtance of divers evil counſellors, Judges, and miniſ- 
g 5 ters employed by bim, did endeavour to ſubvert” and 
5 extirpate 1 the Proteſtant e Nee! TE n . ler 

„ dies of this kingdom: 8 5 os 
iſt, By -affuming and extra: a yover hk aße. | 
| ing with and ſuſpending of laws, and the. Exequiion | 
8 laws, without conſent of parliament. = E a 
2d, By committing and profecyring divers tity "0 2 
lates, for humbly petitioning to be pag pn cobcur. | 

- FE to the ſaid aſſumed power. 

N By Muivg and ms to * exccured a com- 


ous Political herefies, which ſo long 


o& its Princip | 


and Ef. — 5 


= 10 h attempt to eſtabliſh his own upon 1 5 
ſubverſion or extirpation of the Proteſtant 


Wee. And if we are to judge of the pec- 

cant part; by the application. of the remedy, 
we clearly ſee, that the only innovations or 
changes, that were then introduced into the 
_ | conſtitution and government, were directly 
calculated to prevent the future poſſibility of 


that happening, againſt which the conſtitu · 


tion and laws had not hen ee a ſe- 
8 . 


tation of the crown to the Prince of Orange 
00 the Princeſs. Mary his vite, with divers 


1 a court of commiſſioners for eccleſiaſtical cauſes. 


the crown. 


i on under the great ſeal, for cbs 2 court, called | 


Ath, By levying money for and to the os. of the 
7 crown, by pretence of prerogative, for other time, and 


| in other. manner, than the ſame was ee by po 


5th By rang — 5 1 — 5 a anding ormy: within | 


1 «> kingdom in time of peace, without conſent / of par- 
. es and quartering foldiers contrary to law. | | 


„Buy cauſing ſeveral good ſubjects being Pro- 


5 ee to be diſarmed, at the ſame time when Papiſts | 


” were. both armed. and employed, contrary to law... 
oth, By violating the 3 of election of members 


. 10 ſerve in parliament.” 


„ 8th, By proſecutions in the court of King's Bench, : 
for matters and cauſes cognizable only in Parliament, and 


dy divers other arbitrary and illegal courſes. Vid. Bill 
of Rights, 1 W. & M. * 2. c. 2. 
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Ihe firſt of Ma: 1 i eee 


limitation of 
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belts: or lim e over, to whe als 


ſolute excluſion of the late king James the 
Second and his heirs, which was the line of : 
fon fixt and ſanctioned by the conſti- 
tution of this realm, ever fince it had made 
"hs crown bereditary. So determinately cau- 
tious were the nation, that the crown ſhould 
never more deyolve upon a Roman C Catholic; 
that in the largeſt ſtretch of the power, which - 
 _ certainly did poſſeſs, they for ever ex- 
Juded the old legal and conſtitutional heirs 
to the crown, whether they ſhould profeſs 
- that religion or not. Thus making this ab- 
diication or forfeiture of James more than 
| perſonal, by extending it to the unoffending F? 
iſſue of bis e e 450 to be be- 
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che in the 


tenure of the 
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The d change was ahe tenure. we? the 
crown of England: for the act expreſfscly 
enacts, And whereas it hath been found 
by experience, that it is inconſiſtent with the 
ſafety and welfare of this Proteſtant king - 
dom to be governed by a Popiſh prince, or 
by any king or queen marrying a Papiſt, the 
ſaid lords ſpiritual and temporal, and com: 
mons, do further pray, that it may be 

_ enacted, that all and evety perſon and per- 
ſons that is, are, or ſhall be reconciled * 
or ſhall hold communion with the ſee or 


7 church of ("PI or mall PIO uk Popiſs + 1 


religion, or ſhall marry a Papiſt, ſhall be 
excluded, and be for ever incapable to in-, 
berit, poſſeſs, or enjoy the crown and go- 
vernment of this realm and Ireland, and the 

dominions thereunto belonging, or any part * 
of the ſame, or to have, uſe, or exerciſe any 
of * power, authority, or juriſdiction within 
the ſame; and in all and every ſuch caſe or 
ceaſes, the people of theſe realms ſhall be, 
and are hereby abſolved of their allegiance 3 3 
and the ſaid crown and government ſhall 
from time to time deſcend to, and be en- 
joyed by ſuch perſon or perſons, being Pro- 
teſtants, as ſhould have inherited and enjoyed 
the ſame, in caſe the ſaid perſon or perſons 
fo reconciled, holding communion, or pro- 
g or, marrying as eie were na- 3. 
8 turally e „%% Oooh. 
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nity exerciſe 


not only aſſerted, but exerciſed their right their right to 
change the con- 
to alter and change the conſtitution and go- fliturion and 
vernment of this country, as they choſe; e = 
for to pretend that this alteration in r 
ceſſion and tenure of the crown were . 
abſolute innovations and eſſential changes . 
the conſtitution, would be to prove the fu- 
8 or ee not LO of this bill of 
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** ber of every. ſtatute, that has bee = 
1 paſſed i in this nation ſince the revolution. 
As to all the other complaints, vikich, þ os 
that act the nation makes of former abuſes or 
egncroachments made or attempted by the 

crown, they do not bring home the charges 
particularly to king James; but aſſert ge- 

0 nerally, that they were made or attempted 
in open and direct violation of the ancient 6 

indefeaſible rights and liberties of the peo - 
ple. And therefore the operative part of 5 


— 


. Revilution, and 


that ſtatute, which relates to thoſe rights and 


| Hberties, does not ena@ any thing new by 
way of grant, or even confirmation of thoſe | 


| rights and hberties to the People, but it 


cConſiſts: of theſe ſingular words: They 4% 
claim, demand, and inſiſt upon all and Angular 
' the premiſes as their undoubted rights and li- 


5 berties. From hence, I think, I am fully 


5 juſtified in concluding, that the immediate 
cauſe of the revolution in 1688, was the 
* diflike, which the nation had to the religion 


The only alter- 
ations at the 
revolution were 
nade to prevent 
the deſcent of 
the crown upon 
rg Roman catho- 


of their ſovereign ; 5 as in fact the only i inno- 
vations or changes then introduced into the 


conſtitution and government, were the im- 
mediate means adopted by the nation of pre: 
venting their future ſubjection to a Roman 
| On I The e eee and 


EX T * P p . * 
> „ bn 0 Ig: _—_— 4 6 4 . 3 7 : £70, : 
8 5 2 « 3 W FED 


7 5 q 
| 
8 
1 4 
! 4 
| g 3 
4 F 
? \ 
1 
17 
iS o 
3 
1 
5 2 


nr Ader a individuals and of ah 
community, of which I have before bn 
Will when candidly viewed, I hope, ſufſi. 
_ Gently juſtify, and for ever eſtabliſh the prin · 
eiples, upon - which our anceſtors effected 
the revolution, and their poſterity to this 
7 day cheriſh and fupps 37 307 i in re e 


a reflection, that ariſes Sana out of ths 
5 combination of what I have already ſaid. 


All thoſe ofiithe preſent diſſenting minority, 


. either by word or writing, acknowledge the 
neceſſity of [ſome civil or political govern- 
g ment, though they may wiſh the government 


= of this country very different from what at 


vernment can ſubſiſt without ſome efficient 


all civil or political authority is propor- 
7; - fonadly efficient and coercive; as the mem 
. ders of the ſociety are compellable to ſub- 
J 2 mit to it; and the members of any ſociety 
- || will be more or leſs amenable and ſub- 
I | iſſive to their magiſtrates, according to the 
* Kanes of Tight, which they allow e mt 
at 3 If the power or authority of 
t e magiſtr N has been impofed upon the 
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who have hitherto avowed their fentiments 
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preſent it is. Now no eivil or political go- fk 


-coercive civil or political authority; 3. but Efficient ER 


cive power 
government. 
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expected to ſurvive the compulſive exactions 


aſſent in the goyerned to ſubmit, the 


: exiſt no right in the governors to rule, a3 as is 
1 evident; ; for all lawful government is a com- 
which 3 involves the en of 
"the eontracting Parties,, 


e governors and governed, 


„Ide chief end, which the i 


= for kingly power in the zenith of toryiſm 
bad in view, in deducing it immediately 
from Almighty God, was, I preſume, the 
more ſtrongly to enforce the obligation 6 f c 
ſubmitting to it. Much praiſe is due 5 
them for their wiſhes. and intentions to eſta- 


| zal power, to which no free 
aſſent is given; and where there is no. _ ' 


5 community kts. maternal foree:.or any "IR of 
compulſion, the ſubmiſſion to it cannot be 


* 


bliſh ſubordination to the powers in being; 


4:3 bat little MONT can be allowed them for the 
means, which they applied . 


to o the end. e in the firſt, place, i it was an 
immediate provocation to their opponents to 
oil for their divine commiſſion, which ” 


| have as yet never found made out to any 


earthly. ſovereign ſince the immediate divine 


appointments, of ſome theocratic rulers of 
Iſrael. This primary defect of title in N 


who reſted the * Tight Upon. this ground, ne- 
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opponents to ſubmit to it. 1 


In the next place, it was kighty ajadiclols 2 


in them to hold out the precious pearl of di- 
vine authority to thoſe; who either did not 
know its value, or would not acknowledge its 


Virtue and efficacy; for to a perſon, who ſub- The ordinances 
of God equally 


| mits with unreſerved ' ſincerity to the indif- binding, whe- 
_ penſable obligations of the divine ordinances, — 
it ean matter but little, whether the obligation % 

be impoſed upon him mediately or immedi. 


ately" by Almighty God. So in the caſe df 
this queſtion of difference; one' party ſubmit- 
ted to the obligation of the divine ordinance 
to obey our rulers, becauſe they held that 
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© them immediately; the other party held, 
b 5 11 that the inſtitution of magiltracy is jure 
dit ino, and the end of it is, that mankind 
might live under certain laws, and be go- 
verned by them; but what particular form ar 
| government e nation would live under, 
and what perſons: ſhould be entruſted with 
the magiſtracy, without doubt; was left tothe 
choice of each nation.“ Little therefore 
did it matter, ſince both parties agreed, that 
magiſtrates or rulers were to be obeyed and 
' ſubmitted to by the divine ordinance, or jure 


Sn: 
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Almighty God had delegated his power to TI 


1 diving, whether that p power, to which we were 


3 


_ fo commanded to ſubmit, were velted//in 
: them by the immediate appointment of God, 
or by the intermediate appointment of the 
people, to whom God had given the power 
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each individual 


has in the legi- 
\_ Mature, enforces / 
tte obligation 
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and right to chooſe what e Oe, DE 
entruſted with'the magiſtracy. 


No one, who allows any h fores to : 
og authority upon earth will pretend, that 
"the, commandments of the old law, or the 


_ evangelical. precepts of the new, loſe any 
degree of their binding obligation, becauſe 
they were. impoſed upon mankind through 
dhe intermediation of Moſes and the Apoſ- 
tles. We ſee from too fatal experience of 


our own hiſtory, how ineffectual the jure 


_ divine inſtitution of magiſtracy was to pro- 
tect the ſacred perſon of the firſt magiſtrate 
appointed and acknowledged by the people, 
againſt the rebellious and murderous hands 


ki part which. oh: that party, whoſe avowed champion the 
* affertor of this very doctrine was. If there- 


fore we ate to ſeek an authority or power 


upon earth, to which all ſuch perſons would 
actually ſubmit, we muſt derive it from the 


people or community, of which they are a 
part; for no man can conſiſtently refuſe fub- 


BE my to the power, which he has himſelf 


"tous __ of Ai or e by the . 
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given, recognized, and eſtabliſhed; becauſe 
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. thority of the ſtate, is in fact nothing more 
nor leſs, than the actual agreement of the 


majority of the community, which binds each 


1 ndividual unexceptionably to ſubmit unto 
it; no one therefore can invalidate or do 


away his own act, which confers a right upon 


others; and magiſtrates have rights as well 


as duties. In fact, the whole community has 


by this aſſent of the majority, a collective 
right to the ſubjection of each individual of _ 


its members. Thus, if the right to civil 
power be eſtabliſhed upon its true baſis, the 
obligation of ſubmitting to it will become 
indiſpenſably binding upon all men, whether 
they be impelled to it by their moral duty to 
their Creator, or by the mere civil effects of 


the ſocial contract, by which mls rem main | T7 7 a7 — 


| members of the community. | 
Before I enter im mediale WR hon con- 
ne of each ſeparate branch of che 
began, I cannot ſuppreſs a general con- 
cluſion which ariſes out of what has been 
| Already offered; for it is peculiarly incom- 


bent upon me to prove to the conviction of 


my readers, that the ſevereigniy of all power 

not only originated from the people, but continues 
deen to refide with them. Since the firſt 
eee of civil or political government 


en : 


1 


upon an, hats FIPS 1 in my opi · 
nion, an inſtance, in which the tranſcendency 
of this rng right in the people was ſo 

1 . demonſtrated, as in our revolution of 
1688. For in that temporary diſſolution of 

the government, which was occafioned by the 

abandonment or dereliction of it by the exe: 
cutive power, the people in reality and pract 
ttice, carried their rights to an extent far he: 7 
yond the ſpeculative allowances. of the 
-- »unconfined theoriſts. So well ſatisfied were | 
they of the general tenor of the conſtitution 
aud government, that to ſuch parts, as they 15 
5 did not think fit to change and alter, theß 

| The changes 5 very wiſely endeavoured to add ſtrength, 
onion pe. vigour, and authority. But imagination can- 


ſtrongeſt poſſi- 


ble cauſe of the 5 
| mer the e conteive a... greater. ſtretch of human 


= wer g. Po er, than to make the king's choice of his 
Lernment. own religion (a right which every man poſ- 
= ſeſſes independently of the 8 the 
immediate cauſe of his deprivation of all 
thoſe benefits and advantages, which the 
community had ſettled upon him, and which 
he, and his anceſtors exerciſing | that ſame 
| religion, had for many centuries enjoyed in 
.conſequence of ſuch ſettlement; nay, even to 
ſüuch extent did they carry their power, that 
-* they excluded the whole line of his imme - 


e A IS, not 1 their aQtual Frere 
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hp by poſlibility/ exer 
munner, in which their 
choſen to do it before th 
attempt i to check, e prevent the 
ption or exerciſe of religion in 


perſonal ado 
5 the individual; but as there could be no ſove- 
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8 firſ right of man, but be 


reignty enjoyed by any one; without the free: 


eonſent of the community, ſo the commu- 


nity determined, that no one, who ſhould 


in future chooſe to adopt and follow the 
KNoman Catholic religion, ſhould de capable. © 


of enjoying the crown of this realm. 
abſolute deviation from the e ee 
rule of hereditary ſucceſſion, by the excluſi 


of the right to alter the ſucceſſion. 


cond it cannot be denied, but that it was 
an innovation in the conſtitution to make 
the renunciation of a certain religion the fine 


qu non condition of inheriting the crown; 
other wiſe it could not have deſcended upon 


Eing James the Second, and the few years 
of his reign muſt be eraſed from the annals g 


e e books of This realm, 
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of James and his heirs, though the 
nation, for regulating the future ſucceſſion of 
the crown, reſorted to a common ſtock from 
a remoter heir of the Stuart family, was the 
moſt itrefragable proof, that could be given 


8 5 is 6 
. come n | 


to carry them 


ority of this community chile. to carry the 
exerciſe of their rights to ſuch an extraordi- 
into execution. nary extent, it certainly became neceſfary po. 


art is requiſite 


which were exerciſed at the revolution, 


them into execution, have ariſen moſt af the 


contradictory judgments and N formed 


by poſterity in the complex of that great and 
memorable event. „ From theſe viren 
aroſe that T L between the 4 


and the language of the n em, 5 
which Mr. Burke has availed himſelf. Their 
conduct was manly and ſyſtematic; their 
language was conciliating and equivocal; they 
kept meaſures with prejudice, which _ 
deemed" neceflary to the order of ſotiety; 


they impoſed on the groſſneſs Hebe populer 


underſtanding, by a ſort of compromiſe be- 
_ tween: the conſtitution and the abdicated : 
family; they drew a politic well · wrought 


„ to uſe the eee _ Py 


85 0 a 2 1 * 1 2 8 . 2 RE. 8 4 
- ; F „ 8 = 1 1 . 4 - F 7 5 
5 5 < 1 EE 33 EN le-3 2} Dp — 4s OS, HE . 3 yy 


>. - * 
c eg 
* 8 


1 * 2 . 
8 * - * * 0 £ - ; 
o Fr ; . 
1 Wa over. 
* * 2 a 4 z þ 
4 * 9 y £ * 
5 h : 5 8 0 \ , % 
- : 8 3 : 2 N — 
- L - N : X : 4 5 * . * 
” i 


Reyna: bee bed et | 
5 — execution in 9 wk 7 
Arttful manner. Thus, from not ſufficiently 
. ' diſtinguiſhing between the rights of the peo: 
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E 79 ip ry of "90" ſuch GS: bias bear- 
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= the: glorious ſeens,/ which- ey tad 9 85 
ated ; they affected to preſerve a ſem- 
blance of ſucceſſion, to recur for cba ob. i 


jects of their election to the 


It cannot be denied, but 1 this writers 


upon this ſubject, who were living at the time 
of the revolution, have either, on the one ſide 
or the other, been guilty of ſome partiality. 


At this time of day, I will not even ſuppoſe 


. 


Charles and James, that reſpect and by 
might; with leſs yiolence to public ſentiment, 
attach to the new ſovereign. In forming 
dur thoughts and judgment upon this great 
event, it never mult be forgotten, that at the 
time, when the convention of the two eſtates; 
on behalf of the majority (which is equiva» 
lent to the whole) of the community, called 
King William to the throne, and recognized 
him as their ſovereign, there was an actual 
diſſolution of government, occaſioned by the 
flight and abdication of King James, wha 
map perhaps with more ſtrictneſs be faid to N 
have diſſolved, than to have violated the | 
original compact between the governor and | 
the governed; for wherever one of two con- 
tracting parties withdraws or recedes from tdze 
condition and obligation of the contract, n To 
the contract of itſelf ceaſes, - T7 


AdQual diftelu- 


tion of govern-. 


ment by the ab- 


dication of GE 


James. 


Moſt writers 


partial upon the 


revolution. 
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| try upon- -this 5 0-7. 
take for granted, what: 1 preſume no one will „ 
undertake to deny, wiz. the right and = = 
| bun of a king's e g. abandoning, 
or giving up that power, and thoſe rights, 
5 Which had been given or deputed to him b ö 
fp the community. Without, therefore, ta. 
1 ng into conſideration the reaſons; motives, or 
nindncements, which brought over the prince of | 
1 Fare with an armed force into this coun - 
try, we are to conſider, and form dur minds . ph 
. 1 conduct and actions of king b oo 
the Second, after that p prince had once nen 
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or motives of 
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tion of his ſubjects, and to ee the. per- n 
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ſonal ſafety af himſelf and his family; and that 

eee his flight, and abandonment of a 

ingdom were to be looked upon, not as 55 1 

_ ree-agent; but as the compulſive | - 
bac aig £453 the moſt dire neceſſity 3. and 
| therefore that his flight out of the kingdom 
| Hnever;can be conſtrued into an actual abdica - 

lion or renunciation of his ſoyereignty. 1 3 

. is immaterial alſo to conſider, what part of Ms ä 
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- Hol . has the whole navy of England were 
ikely to remain ſtaunch unto _ 7 nor * 


which was commanded th fad Fe ev 
___._ Second, even at this time, ſhewn the ſmalleſt 


tee of energy, ſpirit, or rectitude in go- 
ing, he would have prevented the greateſt 


ad people tween the rights and duties of a ſovereign in 
x ORD. his N 3 and thoſe. of a TY 

PO 5 as) I 3 e obſerved, the eber of e 
. - ſovereign are, in fact, the duties of the ſubject, 
And the duties of the ref are the ow 
1 1 and liberties of the ſubject. Now no one 
= e can deny that the communi bave in them- | 

3 5 (ehe; an indefeaſible right of prel their 
5 on rights and liberties, and theſe in our 
N community chieffy conſiſt in the advants 


8 8 chat be any means done away or aboliſh. 
PN 15 the it neceſſarily induces an actual diſſolution 
af that government, by Which 108 ee, 
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Ir . two branches: I "as fans = 
1 ſhall firſt conſider the houſe of lords, 


| of which. Mr. Acherly, in his theoretic plan 


or directions for the Britannic conſtitution, 


ſpeaks thus ; 5 * 0. That the houſe, of lords, 
_ beſides, their part. in. the legillature, ſhould 


<<; 


. end 


and ſpirit of 


the houſe of 


be inyeſted with, and ſhould have, as inter- 5 


ʒoouen in their conſtitution, theſe ſpecial powers 


RA 


and privileges, viz. that their right of peerage _ 


mould be deemed A ſpecial” truſt for the | 


Whole government; that they ſhould have 


the dernier reſort only in all matters of judi- 


cgture, and the ſole judicature of impeach- 


ments commenced and proſecuted by the 


commons z and that it ſhould: be deemed an 


eſſential part of that judicature to take cog- 
nizances of thoſe impeachments, and to hear 
amd determine the matters therein charged; 5 


and the reaſon he gave for inveſting them 


with the dernier rehort was, leſt illegal judg- . 
ments in inferior judicatures ſhould creep in, 


bl by little and little undermine and * 


Ts 2 - * Aqhely's Brix, cant See. xi. p. 45. 
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"te Genes firing; 1 of this. 


conſtitution; of which there might be ſome 


danger, in regard the judges would be ne- 
e- pro _ 
But in akin FI en "TE the —_— 
* on either fide ſhall not be mixed KR 
equity, this ultimate judicature ſhould (wich- 
out additions to ſupply defects) give the ſame 
judgments, as are preſcribed by the ſtrict and 
_ Poſitive laws in being; | becauſe. theſe laws 
Gould be every man's þirthright, and ſhould 
have no controuler, nor be controuled by any 
been (except only by that pozeer, which 
is to be legiffative, in which every man's eon- 
ſent is to be inyolved ʒ) for if a law and rule 
of property be made, and a man's eaſe all 
not be determined by it, the law and the au- 
dhority of the makers wygld be ING and Dus 
gatory.“ / 
In the earlieſt traces wy 355 1 at | 


with ichthe uric paſſed i in this country, we conſtantly find ex- 


5 3 
u men. 


preſs and unambi guous mention made of the 


advice and afliſtance of the great men (mage 


= 5 nates -} barons, prelates, archbiſhpps, biſhops, 35 


_ 'vavaſours, earls, {comites,) &c. under which 
5 names, appellations, and deſcriptions ſome 5 
PE, cha and ariſtocratical writers have : 

N 5 Aged * to — | whether com- 
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writers have ever 


. denied, t a 

_ rapks of men, or the nobility. and dignified - 
a were regularly ſummoned to Nala. 
ment. Notwithſtanding the preſent rage 

4] 1g 1 Nit the ariſtocratic part of our conſti- 
tution, it is curious to conſult the qpinion 

7 mined and ſtaunch republican* 

ject. . An army, ſays: he, 4 


leer, or. of officers. without ſoldiers, 36 ” 


and laſtof all in the leading of its mien which 
(lthough there be great divines, great lawyers, 


1 only to the genius of a gentleman.” 


ae part of our conſtitution, it may 


oY, | Prana. Vid. Wa Wen libera, p. 59 


200875 were  indladeds- but not even the 


great men in all profeſſions) ſeems to be pe- 


be. expected, that I ſhould' trace not only a ; 
the ſource and origin of this branch of the 
 Jegitlature, but alſo. [that 1 ſhould delineate | 


hs * Toa Harrington, the 3 author 1 - : 


t the firſt dare, 5 


| ; Ve. 
3 for a 


l conſiſt of ſoldiers. without. of ces: 


In explaining and accqunting for the ariſ- : | 
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commonwealth (eſpecially ſuch a one as is ca 
pable of greatneſs) conſiſt of a people without 
entry, or of a gentry without. a people. 
There is ſomething rtl in the making of a - 
commonwealth; then in the governing of it; 


of the . 
the ariſtocrati- : 
cal part of our will require a longer d 


. conſtitution, 


— 2 a; 
„ 
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The a ancient 
wittenage- 15 


Motte. 


minations, by which it was — * own. 
Nef and diſtinguiſned. To do this ſatis facto 


reſſion than the in- 
tent and purport of this publication will ad- 
mit of. Such of my readers, as as may wiſn 
to acquire a more partieular knowledge of ” 
: hip ſubject, will receive the moſt ſati: AC 
tory information from the firſt volume of 
oh learned Mr. Gurdon's hiſtory of the high 5 
court of parliament, - 4 Suffice it for me to 
© dbffrve: that our preſent ſtocracy is much 5 
altered from what it formerly was, both in 
its relative and eee, . mo ges, 
1 750 Lüner e e hs {2s 


7 a aid; der this" 


concurred with the king i in paſſing e 1 
called Mienagemotte „ 4 word com- 
pounded of Saxon and Britiſh „ the former 
part of the word being Saxon, and! the latter. 


Britiſh. Mitta is in Saxon, a wiſe man (i. e.) : 


a nobleman; Gemot, in the Britiſh language, 


is a council or ſynod, ſo Wittenagemotte is a 
ccuneil of wiſe men or noblemen.“? Ac 5 


cording to the rude practices and habits 
dhe warlike Saxons, uy ONT. alloy 


des, vol 1. P: 41. 8 pe 


1 ta: to ſuch, As had waren: paar cate rare 
advantages of education, which were only 


enjoyed by the clergy, and ſome of the moſt 


— opulent and powerful individuals of the com- 


munity. They annexed not this attribute of 
wiſdom to theſe national counſellors, as a na- wiſe, from the 


in this com 


tive and hereditary prerogative in the ſenſe, 
in which ſome modern illuminators ſpeak in 
deeriſion of hereditary wiſe men and con- 
ſellors; but they preſumed very juſtly, mat = 

| in the general average of men's in Kual 


The ancient 
- wittascalled 


advantages of 
their education, 


flacukies or talents, "a. ſuperiority. or Ne 


. _ eminenceof wiſdom muſt nece 
the advantages of cultivation and i improve- 
ment. The e diffuſion of knowledge 5 

FE dle in ra ae 

4 ade een to the _ generaon;. 


arily attend 


5 There are obvious reaſons, why 8 Property vo not = 
By he's repreſentatives or delegates of the na- 8 | 


| tion were not, as they now are, divided into 1 
ſtto ſepaxate bodies; for it is very evident, that 


- theoriginalſpirit orprinciple of repreſentation 8 5 
was grounded upon the poſ - 


5 ſeſſion of property, not upon the numbers of 


” gas The Britons called OO. 
f cen on adam, page 45. 
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5 ut ket aby. the A 1 a1 of ors * 1 . 
as having a capital or original right in the 
bare of the Britons/lands 3 and ee h 
1 in ee "4 but alſo in „ e w}þ 
miniſtration of the government, being mem 
5 bers of the king's great council, and therein 
had a deliberative authority in conſenting tio 
las and the higheſt matters of ſtate; they — 
0 d a judicial authority, being hs 1 „ 
preme court of judicature of the nation.? _ 
BB * < Theſe colleagues, and their defatgilunes,; Original ahi. 


: ty aroſe from. 25 
i were the Saxon nobles, that were wasn , dh oo 


the great councils, the ſuitors of the court of 
1 the grand ſeigniory of the kingdom, alla. - Es 
bility at that time ary/ong from paſſeſſion.”? | 
— In theſe ancient an the-ariſtocratical part” 5 
IE 1 ber eee e eee 1 Rates 
| | 85 nity, by rights, privileges, and prerogatives: LE 5 ok 
attached tothe property they poſſeſſed; ang 
| as the greatelt of theſe conſiſted in their en- 
joying a ſhare in the legiſlature, it is unfair 
7 eee that the commonalty rn 
cCratical part of the community were not for- 
Fs merly repreſented in parliament; for the per- 
I ; e at ou time e 15 hone 1 


= 4. . 5 * Gurdon on beten, p. 163. 12 5 
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1 . Ss 


=__ / "This ancient - 


members of 


; the national ture of the duty, per ok eh of tt A ie 


- council reſem- - 
bled more our 


commoners, 


5 — our * 


| 8 
mons to parlia- 
ment anciently 
_.__ conferred nobi- 


ty. 


S 
: 
; 5 


repreſentatio | 


we e ll find them 


were 


10 ws part of it i hiv very Hive! of f 
I, which a Was ber dab, 
but hereditary; and f 


ates) or repreſentatives of the 3 5 


| thoſe of the commoners, an of "the , Fl 
ol our preſent parliament. PRE A, 
There are many points x _ 5 h 

verted by antiquarians concern ng the ancient 
Nee barons, who eithet attended the na- 
tional aſſemblies or parliaments, at ſtated 
times de more, or were ſummoned on extra- 
ordinary occaſions to attend them. Thewhole 
ene order, and many abbots and priors 
tted by all to have been a conſtant 
part of the wittas) in thewittenagemotes, andi in 
all fubſequent conventions of the nation dowmn 
to the regular and ſeparate eſtabliſhment of a 
hbouſe of commons, by whatſoever deſcrip- 
tions they were diſtinguiſhed. It is not ma- 
terial to my preſent purpoſe to conſider, whe- 
her all, who were in thoſe times ſummoned 
to parliament, either as barone: > 7 
rones minores, knights, or tenants: in-capite, or 
by any other titles, as earls, viſcounts, vava- 
ſours, &c. were thereby ſo ennobled, as that 
their beirs inherited their honours ; z there 


| „ 3 . : 
%*-*% Von 8 8 f 3 n ; 8 5 
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T Howener fines de b here been nb 
. appears . be chat ee ſum 
0 n ennobles we: pork In, 


to whom: it is LY 


: _ 1 he ne K obllity - 8 


ds now generally conferred by letters patent 5 


ol creation, concerning which u be 
1 no doubt nor uncertaint 
As the landed l Lite 


Gy * more equally divided, fs the demos 


.  eratical. part of the community acquired a 
3 proportionate conſequence i in the ſtate; and 
"I  neceflary to abridge - and weaken 
: "the" prerogatives and powers of the ariſto- 


&. 
4 4 
1 
* 
3 
Ps 


"1 eratical , part of it. The preſent privileges 8 


8 peerage bear no Proportion to the pre- 


tical power of - 
the ſtate in- 


rogatives, rights, and powets of the old Eng: ceaſed, and the 


ical - 


Uh barons; but beſides allowing for the dif- diminiſhed. 


1 ference of he cuſtoms, practices, and pra- 

. judices of former times, it muſt be admitted, 
| that the ancient itas or members of the 

Se great national convention rived both Ws 85 


3 * Such wete he caſts of Wabern ad Caries. . 
| wa Gurdon, vol. i. 5 188, "ONE Coke's ande 8 


- Tels leigt 95 16)” . 


4 


- L = "they repreſented themſobvec, and Ms 


Shay ee "a De reap . leger 
ok cath in the ſüme indlvidual. For like 


repreſented all thoſe of the 
Aden er Altre, the command, lardihip, | 

or property of which pave theth their ſeat 
. | Wk out - Thur may we odferce how 
—- dur admirable cenſtiention Rus ax all mes 


bY, | beefi attefitive to prune the huxuriatices, ae 


ee the decay of enen ef its branehies, - 
e 1 _ © The atiſtocratical part or branch of dur 
5 eden an e preſent of the pi. 


ritual and remporul lords. The ſpiritual = 


l conſiſt of two. archbiſheps and ty 


_ four biſhops ; And, at the difſolution of 4 


1 ries by Henry VIII. likewiſe | 
ON wenty-ſix mitted abbots, and two priors; 


= _  a'very confiderable body, and in choſe times 
e rt ol in number to the temporal nobility. 
AM theſe hold, or are ſuppoſed to hold, cer- 


= tain. ancient baronies under the King 3 for 


Wilkam the Conqueror thought proper to 
change the ſpiritual tenure of frankalmoign, 
- hs alms, under which the biſhops held 
their lands during the Saxon government, 
into the feodal or Norman tenure * nnd 


© . 5 las Com. b. i. e. i. fee, „„ 
JGG | — which. 


5 5 


* - 


14 


4 


Wu before Rowe Ar hay | In 
_ elfion to thoſe batonies, whi 

able from their reſpective Be ties, the bk 
i | Hops And ab bots bdteiasdd ther ſeats in . „„ 


' hovſe of lords. But thou ph thele lords pr Lands et 5 


_ itt at in it eye or the Jv ee S 
eas from the. lords teniporal, aud are ſg Et 
 Miffinguihea it moſt of our acts of parlia-. 
ment, yet in practice they are ufhally blended 
_ gether, under the one Hume of the lords j 
intermix in their votes, and the = - 
_ of fuch Intermixture binds both eff 
And from this want of a ſspatate aflembly aud 
* ſeparate negative of the prelates, ſome writers 
have argued very cogetitly, that the tords bi- 
ritual and temporal are 1 im reafityonlyone— 
 eltate; which is unqueſti onably trac in every TR 
Wei though ihe ancient diftinion — 


between them ſtill nominally continues. For „ Va 


if a bill mould pals their houſe, there is no 
— doubt 6f its validity, thoug gh every. FORE - $ 
ritual ſhould vote againſt it; of v 
den and. Si r Edward Coke give ly tat 5 
ſtancks; as, on the other hand, Tprefame it 
would be equa ly good. , if the lords tem 
gon protons were iafetior to mw es ir 

| b 5 . 
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** > pi ns 22 the bil, wo 
an ei Edward Cokeſeems.to doubt of.” * 


It vas in the laſt centur 


- debated, whether the biſhops, cool 47700 . 


1 lf 47 caſes and e Without however go. 


de 18 


right to vote in 


dameir ſeats, and judge and vote in capital 


ing into the different arguments and reaſons 
for or againſt the point, I mall hope that 5 
the very forms of ſuch. capital acts of par- 5 
5 liament will fufficiently , prove, that the con · „ 
5 ſtitution ſuppoſes the biſhops preſent, and a: as, 1 -1 
bey, active in paſing theſe. or any other bills. 
need not lay, that the right, by which dhe bi. 1 
hops fit in parliament, is purely a civil not = 
__ a-ſpiritualright ;. and if they have at one time 5 
| been ſo attentive to their piritual facerdotal, 
character, as to hold themſelves, boun by E 
the canons of the church not to affilt at x 
judge any criminal cauſe, we find them at 
another equally active ewith the temporal 5 
in maintaining in their civil capacity, as lords = 
of parliament, their right or rather duty to TY 
judge cauſes of the higheſt criminal nature _ 
Poſſible ; for it is equally a matter of blood, | 5 


© * whether a man's life be taken away by at- | 


tainder or by impeachment. And by 
_ ys ang 3 an ordinance made at t 


doe | 


nit "= "Welkidiſter,” is 
55 * all clerg) 


8 


en were forbidden eber, 


anor 1 law;and - 


* 


A 


. | = con vincing argument, that the es 


5 1 ecclefiaſtical ordinances acquire a co- e 55 5 


ve or binding force, only in as much 8 e 


80 5 patty eountenanced or adopted by the ei- 
1 5 legiſlature, than the two following pro * 
HH  teſtations, Which 1 ſhall quote from the rolls 


of parſiament, . The firſt was made 'by 
BY the ſpiritval lords, (11 Ric, II. A. D. x 387 
5 When they refuſed to aſſiſt at the trial * dis 
vers lords and others being appealed of high 
= treaſon and other en ade ſaving their 
5 right (as peers of Parlia zent) — 7 = 
: de preſent in parliament. The { was 
dea the 28th of Hen. VI. A. D, 2449.) 
|. when William de la Pool, Earl Marſhall, 
and Duke of Suffolk, wWas impeached by the 
commons of high reaſon, and he required 
ofthe king, that he might be eſpecially ac 
„ euled, aud be heard to anfwer, and ſo ſub-. 
mitted himſelf to the king's pleaſure; where- 
wen the king had undertaken to paſs judg - = 
| ment upon the matter contained in the _ 5 


„ . 1 
* \ Selden' 8 en in . = „„ 
4 Vid. alſo the Rights of the 1 to 8 fo | 
pin. 85 8 8 8 in 1680. TS 
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| will I abs nk eto on 


us ', or any of us, according to the init 
tions of the holy cangns, or canonic law, 1 in 
anpwiſe ta be perſonally preſent, therefore 
for ourſelves, and for every ong of us: ue pr 
tteſt, and every ane of us here preſent dath _ 
proteſt, that we intend not, neither will, 2 
by the Jaw we eannqt, neither. doth any of 
us intend, nor will any of us in anywiſe be 
pPreſent in this preſent parliament, whilſt any 
of thoſs matters are debated, or ſhall be de- 
| bated of, But upon that account, we and 
every one of us will. abſent ourſelves ; the 
light of our peerage, and the right of every + 
1 —_—_ us, being preſent in the 1 W 5 
1 capacity they have obligations which in een wY 5 
pacity they do not avow; for though they be ſubject to 
the canon lat, they are alſo fully fabjeR to the muni- 
| a 8 om and in no manner TR from it. ; , 


* an every. one of us 


rs, be preſent as peers of the {gd king, | 


due, in the nſual manner, ta canſider * 5 wy 
treat, enact, conſtitute, and determine, and 
We to de al other Le with e b who. have e 
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powers and privileges ſhould be, and be ac 
counted bereditary, and 2 the moſt eminent 
pillars of this conſtitution; and that the com- ali Pt, 
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As the members of the h 

dts be feely choſen to we e the 0. 
BED - peopleof England in parliament, fo the con- 
Ns . not permit the ſlig teſt devia- 
m the princij e bf fres· eleckion, in any 


Lin. 


© 2.8 1 one 00 them. 4 If any part of the-repre- 


end body be not choſen by the People, 


iat part vitiates and corrupts the whole. If 


there be a defect in the repreſentation of the 
people) that power, which alone is 
8 the making of laws in this country, 8 not 


by complete, and the acts of parliament, under 
” bw ed nce, are not the acts of a pure 


f 5 and entire legiſlature.” I ſpeak of the theory 


of our conſtitution; and whatever difficulties 
Ry or inconveniencies may attend the. practice 
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5 f Tam ready to maintain, that as far as the 


fact deviates from the Principle, 1 
Practice is vicious and corrupt. 


e 1. It is the ancient indiſputable —.— 
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t of the houſe of commons, that all 
of ſubſidies, or parliamentary aids do 


begin in theit houſe, and are firſt beſtowed 


them; although their grants are not effec- | 
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be this: the lords being a permanent here- 8 


ditary body created at pleaſure. by the king, erm grgce 4 
| ſuppoſed more liable to be influenced by the mas.” Re: 


77 crown, and when once influenced to con- 


tinue fo, than the commons, who are a tem- | 


5 3 Porary e elective body, freely nominated by the 


people, it would therefore be extremely - 


on dangerous to give the lords any power _ 
framing new taxes for the ſubject; it is ſuf- 
flſicient, that they have a power of rejecting, 4, 
it they think the commons too laviſh or 
improvident in their grants, But {6 reaſona- who © 
Ply jealous are the commons of this yalua- . 8 
dle privilege, that herein they will not ſuffer ** = : 
15 the other houſe to exert any power, but that 
of rejecting; they will not permit the leaſt 
” _ alteration. or amendment to be made by the N — 
lords to the mode of taxing the people by 
2 money bill; under which appellation are 
included all bills, by which money. is * | 
rected to be raiſed. upan the ſubject, for 
any purpoſe, or in any ſhape whatſoever, _ 
- _ either for the exigences of government, and 
Collected from the kingdom in general, as 
the land tax; or for private benefit, ami 

a collected in any ede . As 12 
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N 5 for E. afforded an unprecedented opportunity cored of al- 
T to the people of recurripg to their primeval . 


1 . eee of the. 9 in Par. 

liament, which they moſt loudly. bebe, 5 

as partial, inadequate, and corrupt. . 385 - 
_ The principle of our conſtitution 1 1 

* is, that the repreſentation of the people 

e free, and unbiaſſed; and 1 

as the nature of circumſtanees will allow, it 

has from time to time enforced and ſup- 75 

be this principle by the wiſeſt rules, 

orders, and regulations. If at preſent the) — 

do not chuſe, or think it expedient and ad- texing the mode | 

_ viſcable, to make or introduce. any changes ke 
or alterations into the parliamentary repreſen- 

alen af the 3 muſt be attributed to 

_ a very laudable and | con/titutional. averſioen 

ion and 


--—_ innovating upon the declaratio1 95 
ſettlement of our rights at the revolution. 


Such an event is never more likely to haz - 
pen in this country; it was a temporary diſ-— 
ſolution of the governme 
the act of the people or go e 
that of the crown or governor, which. there- The e opportunl 


med, but by 
anceſtors 


ever t 
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© 0 + - Charles II. under freſh conditions and li- 


ene an open to were every aſt griev: ; 


- = 55 ance, and to introduce whatever i innovation | 
5 3 thought requi ite 


or conducive to the 
Full enjoyment of then nights and liberties. - 
The minds of the generation then Hving 
were perhaps better formed for judging 'of 
8 effects of eivil liberty, than any pre- 
_ ceding or ſubſequent generation whatever, 

The wubyerſion of monarchy by the death 

of king Charles I.; the experience of res | 
publicaniſm in the protectorate; the revival! 
of monarchy in' the reſtoration of king 


mitations of the royal prerogative, after the : 


nation had been gorged and furfeited with 
> a tyrannical licentiouſneſs of democracy; 2 

„ abandonment, dereliction, reſignation; ab- 

dication, or forfeiture of the regal truſt and 


ju 9 5 who had experienced the whole 
1 75 ; 15 


5 executive power of government by king : i 


James II. were facts ſo recent, that their 


_ combined force would then, if ever, work 2 


their full impreſſion upon the minds of thoſe : | 


3 changes. Thus the biſhop of Wor- 


ceeſter introduces ſerjeant Maynard, con- | 


2 with Mr. Somers and biſhop Burnet, 
E aſter JP RNS. of king 5 
F "William | | 
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Lo William And ect Mary, © 


you think it polſible, that Tſhould*contain 


myfelf on ſuch an oecafion? Oh, if ye had = 
lived with me in thoſe: days, when —_ 
mighty ſtruggles were made for public free- oh 
dom, when ſo many wife councils miſcarried, 
1 and fo many generous enterprizes concluded. . SH 


but in the confirmation of lawleſs tyranny; if 


80 Lfay, ye had lived in thoſe days, and now at oy 
length were able to contraſt with me, to the 


: - tragedies that were then acted, this Tafe; this 


| bloodleſs, this complete "deliverance, I am h 


miſtaken, if the youngeſtof you could reprove 


, me for this joy, which makes me think I can 


never fayenough en ſo delightful a ſubjef.” 


„ April 16893 % Bear with me, neee 
muy young friends. Age, you know, han 
T9 its privilege ; and it may be, I uſe it 1558 3 
what unreaſonably, But I, who have ſeen 
the prize of liberty contending for through 
| half a century, to find it obtained at laſt by: * 
_ a method” ſo ſure, and yet ſo unexpected, 00 
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The reſult of theſe impreſſions upon our Daruncelloes. 


8 rt who framed the bill of rights and 
5 who new modelled the ſucceſſion and tenure 


the” old form of government,” as was con. 


wo 
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| | 5 85 ner, Dial. Mora and Political, rol bs, fo | 


wiſely preſerv- 
ed what they _ 
could of the an- 
55 cient form xk 
= of the crown, was to readopt a8 much of OO © 


3 kate 5 ts rg pol- 
 rerityſfor ever; molt wiſely keeping in view | 
that ſeaſonable and juſt adage of Tacitus, | 
Arcanum noi gut, imago-antiqut : © .the ſe. | 
ee Etting up à new government, i to 
retain the figure (or form) af the old ones | | 
© Hence. I think no one will deny, that a | 
_ firm acquieſcence in that form of governs | 
ment eſtabliſhed at the revolution, and a | 
4 ong reludtance to break in ypon i it by any | 

te fort of innovation are not only laudable, but 
1 has even conſtitutional. We have neyertheleſs = 


3 3 ſeen, as occaſions de 2 very fay 
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| -and aſcertain the. rights, — 
and prerogatives of each ſeparate ranch of 
dhe legiſlature. And we look up to parlia; | 
ment in full confidence, that they will, in the 
fame ſpirit of patriotiſm; continue for ever 
e N prune luxuriances, ſupply: defects, and 
= correct abuſes, /as in the frailty of all hyman 
one i i He 4 institutions they may be found to ariſe. 
5 Though the public be in the habit of: 7 h 
* ing and revering the innovations made 
in the conſtitution at the revolution, as facred | 
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; i  MAitution, the Sf for ſuch parts wx of 


13 5 ; theſe latter E have been founded upon I 


; added: the expreſs -approbation and confir- 


| experience of many centuries. Of both of 
_ theſe, the Reverend Mr. Paley 


5 engaged his fidelity, by virtue of a promiſe 
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„ bs our anceſtors retained e or revived, ought 


5 : af ee lee > ee the e ſuper- 
mation of the ſame judges, to the long tried 5 | 


4 < Thelepoints are wont to Dake 1 
pit 2 kind of awe; they are repreſented to 
| n hors e en 4 Nee eee 5 


8 eee er e e er. com- 8 
pat, to which every-cifizen uf the Men r | 


- which he cannot now recall. Such tics : 
US - have no place in our ſyſtem; LS to us, if there 
. de * good reaſon for treating theſe with 


5 2 7 Mr. Paley's Principles pr Moral — Poluicat | 54, : 
” Philolophy, p p. 426, as quored by Dr. HR is 0 


more 5 ” 


5 chan for tho: e which they : en 
thought proper to introduce z for tho 


ment more re · 4 
ſpectable than . 
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| "hs advantage * his 3 


0 ou. - conſtitution of government (which | rea 


E 8 to be be fon muſt be of different force in different 
: av 


., countries) or, becauſe in all countries, it is of 
importance, that the form and uſage of 8% 
in be acknowledged and undefſtood, 
as well by the governors : as the governed, and 5 
| becauſe the ſeldomer it is changed, the more 
it will be reſpected by both . 
The practice of every human inſtitution 
aft eftentially be leſs perfect, than the 
= of it. And daily experience ſhews, | 
how much more ealy it is to invent ob- 
1 and ſtart difficulties, than to ad- 
miniſter relief, and cure. evils, There can 
be but two general grounds, upon which the 
diſcontented declaimers of the day com- 


Tin of che inadequate, partial, and corrupt | 


| The prefene 
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55 „ of this nation in parliament * 


7 either that we have ſwerved from the ori; 


'x ginal ufages and inſtitutions of our re . 
er that the ſyſtem of repreſentation. has never 


'- as yet been brought to that degree of per, 


5 fection, to which their ſpeculative ideas wh 
carried it. This latter ground of complaint 


2 Vill be ſoftened i in proportion. as the pro- 
em of re- „ : 

| preſentation = grefſive i improvements of our conſtitution | 
—— a be traced from the, 12 0 circum; 


Kante 


| forth the neceſſity of making them. 
„ If hb preſent ſyſtem 'of repreſentation be 

| ; compared with the practices and uſages in 
— chuſing and returning members of parliament, .. 
1 bh 0 the firſt traces of à national conven- 

or even down de dhe laſt SO it wil 
5 ie and freedom. 5 e N 
b have before I 


15 hewn, fe . oi "Ip 
+ = 841 to the ancient Saxon wittenagemotes - 


= 


Z 1 partock rather more of the nature of our 
| preſent peers; than of our preſent members 
1 n houſe of commons. But in order to 
BH reconcile our minds more to the preſent . 
tem, or r fate of repreſentation in parliament, 
Ve ſhouldcoolly and impartially compare the 
ceuſtoms, uſages; and forms of chuſing and 
returning the repreſentatives or delegates of 
the nation to parliament, in the days of dur 
anceſtors, even with the moſt barefaced ve- 
nality or ſyſtematic corruption of ſome mo- 
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. clude, that the freedom, with which the na- 
tion now returns their delegates or truſtees 
to parliament, will bear no degree of com- 
pariſon with the ancient modes and uſages | 
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part. For even in the 
ee century it appears, that the com- 
mamers had no part wan Hwy EY that 
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| Anious charter. And in more ancient 
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55 Geis to Have particular ſummons, and the 

5 reſt of the tenants in capite were to be ſum- 

moned in general by the theriffs; ſo many 

mall tenancies being made by king — 4 . 
And king John, t 
| the parliament tos tumultuous and nume- 

rous, wherefore the ſheriffs returned proxies 

for them, but not for tlie freeholders in ge- 
neral; for ſuch as held freely of the great 
barons were by them repreſented, they tak. —— the 
1 ug care of their 'tenants 
ment: The common people were repreſent- 
ed in parliament by their” cher 1690s, _—_ 
bet om they held. 938 45 
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- 3 1258, in the parliament of Qzfordit was 
Aàgreed, that twelve perſons ſhould be choſen 
to repreſent the commons in parliament; but 
thoſe elected were biſhops, great barons, and 

tenants in capite, as were the patrons of. the * 
Roman plebeians choſen out of the patritiun 
Theſe repreſentatives of the commons were 
| thoſenbyvirtue of the conſtitutions of e . 

which both king and barons ſwore to e 125 Te 
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„ 25 a n to each county of England, | 
„ publiſhing his xeſolution- to take the ce 
pf his parliament, and in the charter 
preſſes, who were to be the members there 
8 5 5 gerte is vrit LARA Ai | e 
- 2 by WE Sommer. Fg 3 of 70 qr to 
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„ de, "ut guod carjliarii nofri anner, eue ma- 


NE, | 250 Jer. gars eorum, gu int ane 2 e 


„ "ES Ww 
: Who were ag Op Thoſe | Ee 3 5 that — 
* 2 included 3 in the words, electi a: nobis, were the 
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. . directed to each one of them; thoſ 
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5 they returning burgeſſes for fuch boroughs, pon TAR, 
as they pleaſed, and onntring „„ 
acts of parliament were made to direct and „ 
regulate their proceedings. FNF . 
Henry III. being under great! Almeulties V 
with his barons and great men, in the forty- . 
ninth” year 'of his Fergh Tubmitted to Wes 
parliament called in ſuch manner, . 
barons directed; and Simon Moniferd, earl 
of 'Leicefter, being the head of the Confede- 
rate barons, that parliament was | grnordlly „„ 
called Moniferd's parliament. „„ 
„ 4 In t wh parliament of the ml ninth bf \ nt! 
$9; the king, he-ſent writs to the biſhops, ab- 
ere bots, priors, earls and great barons  parti- 8 « 
the cularly, and to the ſheriffs of the ſeveral 8 
of | i counties, to return two 8 for each e coun: | 
ty,\two citizens for each city, | 


55 „ Kaighe, citizens, ay ba when 5 
the king was in the hands of Montford. © , e 
After che defeat of Simon Montford and 

the barons atthe battle of Eveſham, the king's SM. 
took a turn to his advantage, and to. 8 
the reſt of the parliaments of his 4-6 he 
ae none 8 lords ſpiriti 
. Re . : * fa 


8 
portal, and tenants in capite, wholly dropping 2 
a6 $0 © knights, citizens, and bur ; and ſo they MY 


2 knights, + were in Edward I. 8 N ll in his 
0 burgeſe . 5 a | burgeſſes Fr in his wen e year, 


1 PE. "FX / 
2 2 8 and always after ward V3 


© Dikaetionary About the time of How, Il. and and ſubſe. i 


power in the 


Fat es make quent reigns, the returns for boroughs 
. . almoſt diſcretionary i in the breaſts of the 
„ae ace ſeldom, made returns 
Fl RR For all the boroughs their bailiwicks. 
. writs did not particularly. name the 


| * 5 - boroughs, that were to ſend bur; 
mere general, via d qualibet civitate duos | | 
5 1 civer, & de quolibet burgo duos 1 
el facias:: + © The form of the returns an- 


1 8 3 wes | nexed to the ancientwrits indicatesſamething | 
Et 25 of a diſeretionary power in the ſheriff, who af. 
„„ 2 ter the names of the knights, 


ut 


| thei 


3 


earls of Devon, great and powe 


| _— that time more belle than e at pie. 
ſent, ſo were the electors of theſe boroughs 


0 ee chip 3 or ſuch as Had 


not reſients qualified for ſervice in Parlia- 


* 7 * * W 
5 4 
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and demeanz, ths ea 
all of them related to the} 
and De Rivers, De Fortibus, and Churthey, 

1 men, 2 


_—— 


who made many of their towns boroughs.” 5 
Now if we reflect upon the overbeaz nd . | 
f nee 7 the great and op. 


a lord. And for 


ſent to parliament, their duties were looked | e 
| one de v | | 


N 1 5 , 4 76 F a 8 yd - 5 * : 3 2 e fo 1 3 : ; ; : . | * 
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ons nel, dero to.the dio ol e, 5 5 5 
ily when burgeſſes were 


ry different from the e 8 l 


* Gordon. on  Patiantient, 


$5027 as 


1 and ſuch — was 1 to | Foie 


mY 5 
£ TN” 1 25 
he 5 1 
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K ar W255 inte reſt, whic :h was. 1 


** 


| "as 1 fs = repreſent: the landed 
ö enlarged i in ws VII. 
Henry VII.” 8 time, as for the commons 


% 4 


to oyerbalance i in property bath king, church, 


und lords. The greateſt part of the citi- 
Lens and burgeſſes before en, Ys 8 = 
* eſteemed very good 

commons, if they were ſo fp 25 -ak 
_ move ſomething in the houſe, that might tend | 
t the advancement of the trade of the city 
or borough they repreſented, as the maritime 

boroughs, ſhipping, navigation, and for ion 

commerce; the Suffolk boroughs, the intereſt 
of the clothing trade; the citizens of Norwich 
that of worſted Aufi; ; the Corniſh b boroughs, | 
that of the ſtannaries; and it was not lo dked, 
upon as any part of their buſineſs i in parlia- 
N to ſearch. into the ARCANA. t. 


| | * Gurdan 0 on » Prtament, "ol, ii. . 354 
: 3 ” * 15 


tat Aal in all adde times, 44 W hath 5 
0 Henry VII. 's time locked upon to be 
the province of the king and lords, for at 
tat time citizens and burgeſſes were reſient 


of cities and boroughs, and not de gen. 9 ; 


. demen of great landed intertſt. 
eln Henry VII. “s time and nr VIIL's 
I tkiſters of ſtate, officers of the revenue, | 
and other courtiers, found an account in 
creeping through b 
of commons, and to make room for them, 
de boroughs' from one hundred and twenty- 
fix (the ith in the latter end of Henry - 
vis time) is near doubled, by reviving 
_ dormant rights and privileges claimed by 
Ancient boroughs after 1 155 been ob; 5 
be NT for ſome centuries.”* . 
The members for many anc 


i 15 ent horbighs £4 
were both choſen and' returfed by the lords, 
Aud ſometimes by the ladies of the manors | 
or boroughs; which was certainly a groler 
deriation from the freedom of election, than 
5 any uſage or cuſtom, under which returns 
re at this day made for the moſt corrupt 1 
5 boroughs. * Thus in the 14th: and if 
8 IT ERS: Dame Mary a 2 | 


> By, foi app. * 


roughs into the houſe 5 


4 


99 


| Sr of . 
ing members to 


tum of burgelles in theſe words, vi. &« Know 
Mary Packington, &c. have choſe 
= and appointed my truſty and well 
as Lichfield and George Burr 
den, ars. to: be MY: Hurgeſſes iy. N id 


_ beloned, Th 


Ws n — * 


„ K 


a, 1 


donde to ſend repreſentatives | to parliam 


50 e As ſome towns 


erly. encreaſed in trade and 


ge. they were admitted to the 
85 1 * ſending deputies or ed "A 
do parlament; thus the -pumber of the houſe 
ae commons encreaſed, a8 J hay ve alr 2 


_ cified; but the deſerted boroughs. continued 


Rt 1.0 


commons "has been encreaſed from three a 
| hundred, HOU: Nha wank number it was ſup- 


"Ns wi ng or right of ſending members to 
« parliament, though ſome. of them finding it | 
burthenſome 1 to. maintain. their members, AS | 
* the uſage of thoſe days, by their own | 
petition. were eaſed. of the expence, and at 
the fame time loſt their right of ſending re- 
| piſentvs or- members to p 
various reaſons the number of the houſe of 


rliament. For 


Ne 
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#7 alt de 11 Reg tht e. il. p. 


| oy not Sac PI fole 
will of the prince, But With >ofe 


the whole. kingdom. by. truck FRE ee we ee . 
7 Nt. So that it is morally impoſlible,. but tharthey . 
are and muſt be calculated for the 200d of the people, Ry 
5 5 and they muſt needs be full of wiſdom and prudence, A 

| eſult not of one man's wiſdom on- 
, ar an hundred, but uch an aſſembly: ashe Ro- 
ehundredielec 
perſons.” , Under. correction, 1 beg. leave to ſuggeſt, EY 
that adge Blakiſton and bot, other writers upon the 

© rights of the commons, as Prynne, Petit, Selden, &c, = 
bare miltoken and miſrepreſented this ps of For- 5 . 
ing 70 Ps Englif, verſion of this reffietablle RD 5 


| ſince they” are rhe 1 


man ſenate was of old, more than thr 


or may have proce 


which I have copied above. The bare ſtatement of 


ke the original words, dum nedum principis doluntate, fed "Ep 


fotius regni aſſenſu 2 conduntur, will, I think, ſuffici- 


_ ontly prove, that in mentioning the number three 5 


. he included the lords ſpiritzal and temporal, 


a Well as the commons, without whoſe conſent no 
act of parliament could then paſs, any more than at 
BY ah His aſſimilation of them alſo to the Roman 
ſenators, who were not the choſen delegates or repre- 
ſentatives of the people, ſtrengthens my ſuggeſtion; 
and the affertion of Mr. Gurdon, that learned inveſt : 
gator of the old parliamentary inſtitutions, that the _ 
number of the houſe of commons was but one hun 
"ol and twenty-ſix at the latter end of Hen. VIIl.'s 


Eh. ſeems 1 to 3 he nn out of all doubt. 


great man ſays, © The ſtatütes of England are produ 
 _ in another ma 


1 IE . ö 5 ey, : 


the right or ar of e eee ee 
„ is no longer felt as a grievance or 
hardſhip, but valued as an ineſtimable right, 
|  Kberty, and benefit; and the appraiſement of 
its value i is now ſettled by the paucity of the 
| in whom the right of election for the 
5 dugh is veſted. Hence aroſę the idea of 
1 N eee in boroughs; for where the right 
Rs of election remained by the decay or de- 
creaſe of THIER inthe borough veſted in 


. | ſome Seay or © pore; man of property 
„ : = in the neighbourhood, The influence and 
5 Pen of the opulent over their tenants and 
dependents, or, as they formerly often were 
heir vaſſals, feudatories, or bondſmen, were 

in ancient times very different from what - 
_ they now are. At preſent I do not conceive 
à poſlible caſe, in which, if the right of voting 
for a borough were veſted but in one ſingle 
. how that individual ſhould be 
conſtrained or obliged to give his vote for 
done perſon in preference to another, In pro- 
1 portion to the certainty, with which a ſmall 
number of electors could return the mem 
ber hey: —_ was ale: ideal borough-right 
her in the electing 

e iduals of the boroagh, or in "mo e, who 
> had 


5 A Os desde t 


| bee PEO „„ 
their oun man came to be looked upon 5 


* * 


es of property; and as that ideen 


_ ined ground; 0 did the legiſlature beceme 
tender of invading it, upon the true coniſtitu 
_ Yional principle of holding and preſerving alt „„ 

private property ſacred and inviolable.” There 


not in reality be à grofſer violation of | 


the freedom of election, than to prevent 85 on 
: deftors.from chuſin enero. 
| lence, affection, and gratitude mould BEN . 1 
or point e . 
55 Pee them in parliament. Upon the . Perſons impri- 
| ſumptive force of ſue 
Eq duals N ee pt though” very impro. ar votes of "brig 
ee phyſieal nor moral, „ . 
| leſs any legal or conftifutional reſtraint or obi. 
= gation of voting for a particular perſon, ea KB 
by p poſſibility exiſt ; and our acts of parlia- „„ 
ment have gone almoſt to the utmoſt extent 
of human juriſdis ion, in order to obviate and 
1 prevent the effect 
Ie EY: and corruption upon the eleQors. 


r thoſe, whom! 


i noſt agreeable bderlo 


perly ſaid 
motives are indivi- ons Form te AY 


GE: 


the votes of à be 


Xs of any undue influence, 8 


It is truly wonderful to conſider the del 5 


55 kate, and at the ume time effectual remedy, 
0 dan our ö conſtitution es to 


this 
O * 
. - 
. 
. 
4 


3 ths evil. Wee folt gar 
hof; now if it be conſidered, that 


of the -members of parliament, who 
10 late Wit of; the „ eee and 9 


. be reaſonable" 10 infer, that 3 " 
„„ there are about eight hundred n dem- 


DE erical proportion of the repreſenta. = 
VVV tives en g repreſented ſhall be thought a 
„„ violation or Abuſe: of the ae de nn 
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proper or prudent ſo to do.” Upon this 


8 e 
71 15 25 ; Y 


. 15 1 e the - | FRET. 
their reſpective ans! one . „ 
3 much as the other a repreſentative for the 
whole people or community of Great Britain. 
8 Y oy 3 member, though choſen by =—_ 
1 bath for the whole realm; for the end of his 5 
1 coming thither is not particular, but general; 
not barely to advantage his cout but 
| the commontuealth to adv majeſty (as The duties of 
appears from the writ of ſummons) de com- ves when one 
?r- negotits quibuſdam arduis et 2h 
3 us, regem, flatum, et'defenfionem regni 
; _ et e Anglicanæ concernentibus ; 
5 and therefore he is not bound, like a deputy . 
in the United Provinces, to conſult with or 
take the advice of his conſtituents upon any 
2 particular p point, unleſs he himſelf thinks c 55 


principle therefore it muſt be allowed; that 

3 millions of individuals (ſuppoſing this 5 
to be the population of England) are more on . 
N W TY ene n hp . 


* Pts ] = 
Fe 7 - C 6 1 A 1 - 
KF: a, As , HF 1 F : 5 I 5 p4 
. * > — * 
#5 * ” 5 6 pay i * 


12 15 0. 5 5 


11 _ Fried hehe thn ent 
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It is certain, that the e ne, 
Ts Hhumaii inſtitution muſt deg; 
mort of the perfection of ils theory; 3 


an corruption are old 'hacknied themes of 
popular declamation, and it will ever increaſe 
and; 828 apr oat in eee to the Alp. 
and "malice of the dif. 


[La vociferous and leſs 


* bribery, if the complain 


thoſe,. who hold out the bait to the 


N — to wh abe of the eee N 


5 8 
#.E 74 


— 


the complaints Againſt s 
ants did but recolle&, 
dat the root ofthe evil lay leſs in the offer, 
in the acceptan nee of the bribe. It arg bes 
depravity in a diele, 
hund: ed men Fay to ſacrifice their 
eedom and integrity for a trifling bribe, than 
ub gd one man impelled by his ambition to 
- offer it. No puniſhment can be too 5 7 
&-3 But until the corrup Mt ee 0 b : a 
rectiſied, they 1 wil take care to 
mn tual the moſt vigilant and rigo- " 
.- rous laws againſt the bribing offers of the 
elected. Ill therefore does it become. thole PS 
to complain of encroachments upon the con. 
Kitutional freedom of elections, whoſe yolun- 
tary ES De NG ec e e the | 


| fulficeitto fay, that the conſtitution ſuppoſes | 


5 ; under the bias, controul, or influence of any 


| Ie he =o of kae, nor 0 all 1 ee „ 
to juſt empt to deprive a e 
| OLeEr OZ ine freedom of his choice; but as the. N . 5 
| - evili 18 ele efeted 2d the Keton. who „ 
hope, b en, a tally retains the ew . 
dom of his actien, and therefore of his elec. | 
Von. J muſt neceſſarily conclude, chat the only 
5 ion of the: evil 75 be ms. 
Ro tonss, wichout this, every attempe or exertion” 


5 minute and nos qualifications i 
elector for a repreſentative. in parlament " 


im to be ſo independent! in life, as not to be 


| one; therefore every ele ctur for jhokaightol | 
he ſhire muſt have bond fide freehold lands 55 Fs 
in theſhireat leaſt of the annual value of 406. | 
 whichatthe time of Hen, VI. when this qu. 
fiction was firſt required, was equivalent 10 . 
= 20l. in the preſent. reduced. value of. money. e 


ery muck alete — . 


natural. born ſubject, and rectur in curia, © 27 
1 Theſe three laſt qualifications are alſo re- 

r, in every perſon to be elected. No | 
clergyman; judge; hor ſheriff can be ele 
I nor indeed, generally ſpeaking, can e 
pM ol be elected, who holds a' place or penſion 
inder the crown, by which the freedom of 
; his conduct may be ſuppoſed to be biafſed: 
And if any member of parliament e 5 
Tz der under the” 0 Wee, he cher reby 


duc. A knight of the ſhire muſt he ve 2 
qua ification of 600l. per ann. 50 bona jide fre e. 
hold landed property; and Sine 8 citizen and 
1 burgeſs at leaſt 300l. per ann. af ke be, 
fade. freehold landed oro - 
e he vai and conſtant” Cala; Sd 
titutionſþ ws to the freedom of elec- 

1 tions F through ever; 5 
9 Lee NG mee | 


writs for king 


ET Ty ny a. is taken, that 
. uggeſt, to remove even 
85 A | 5 
8 the 


: for r voting] "Every ans: muſt be of full ook 


8 affet the freedom wo ** ee con. | 
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be. d 
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| the poſſibility ; any. undue influence over „„ 
the freedom of the electors; all ſoldiers ate“ 
removed from the place of go? the inter- } | 
Terence of peers and certain officers of the "IEF 
_crown is moſt ſtrietiy prohibited the offer 


'or promiſe « of any money, entertainment, Wo BE ES 


it, promotion, e or advantage, in order to the Se 

eledtion induces the inability to be elected 

= paſſive and ative bribery is puniſhed + _ 
with the heavieſt forfeitures and diſabilities. | \ - 
„ Undue influence being thus (I wich he 


4 epravity of mankind 1 permit me to 
_ toy effeQually) guarded aga 

s to be proce 
te ſheriff or other returning officer firſt 
175 taking an oath againſt bribery, and for the 
due execution of his office, The candidates . 
Ükewiſe, if required, mult ſwear to their qua- 5 

ülfleation, and the electors incounties totheirs; 
5 and the_eleftors both 1 counties and bo- ST 
8 oughs are AI compellable to take the k 
* "BE abjuration. on and I 2gainlt bribe bribery And |) 
Corruption. And it might not be amiſs af 
The members elefted were bound to take the 
_ "Latter oath, as wi 
ag, all probability would be much more effectual, 
9 85 than e it e * 
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in e election. | 
ecded to on the day appointed; 


el as the former; which in 
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TAL of, 
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1 their | 3 heir elections; 
= 728 free in their aflemb| 
po , debates, and 
” | plain of x offenders z. 
+ |. their, proſecutions for offe and there 
- | free Dy the 3 . influen, e of others, 
on . how great! es to cults OT | 
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1 the Theres and prop ertie: 


biect; and yet free free: to part With a 8 
ole - properties, 5 neceſſary, for the 
rer of. th 0 public; nor can he be juſtly | 


eſteemed): a repreſentative of the people of - 
Britain, . who. does. not ncerely: endeavour 
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 fomewhere, is e 15 che conſtitution 
of theſe kingdoms. All miſchiefs and griev- 
ances, operations: and remedies, that tran- 
ps the ordinary courſe of the laws, are 
within the reach of this extraordinary tribu- 
nal. It can regulate or new model the fuc- 
Ceſtion to the crown; 3 as Was done in thi Ie 


reign of Henry VIII. and William III. It 


can alterthe eſtabliſhed religion of the Eid; 5 
Las was done in a variety of inſtances, in the | 
© relgns. of King Henry VIII. and his three 


* children. . can INE and create afteſh 


, Ns ens; as was one 5 


the a& of union, and the ſeveral ſtatutes for 


- Hort do every "thing, that i is not natürally 


A ; and therefore ſome have not 


ſerupled to call its power by a figure rather 


too bold, the omnipotence' of parliament. 


* it is, that What the parliament doth, 


| 15M 10 authority upon earth can undo. 80 that 
it is a matter moſt effential to the liberties of 


"this Kingdom, that ſuch m 


Bad o 3 N #uſt, 48 are moſt 


nmal-and ſeptennial elections. It can in 


e ene, Lain , 4 
1 1 1 n order to eee eee No = ; 
be ariſe hy placing this extenſive authority in in.. 5 


n. hands that are either incapable,or « elſe i e 

per to manage it, it is providec ae gu 

. and law of parliament, that no one hall fit or 3 
oy vote in either houſe, unleſs he bet renty-one. 15 e 5 
i years of age. This is VV „„ 
Tt by ſtatute 7 & 8 W. II. c, 25, with regard to 
„ the houſe of commons; doubts having ariſen 1 


he from ſome e contraditory adjudications, whe-. . 5 N \ 5 | 
ee ther or. no a minor Was incapacitated from it. %%% 
n ing in that houſe. Il is alſo enacted by ſtatute: ouch 1 


1 WM Jac. I. c. 6. that no member be permitted to 1 


by enter the houſe of commons, till he hath taken * take their ſeats, | 
855 the oath of allegiance] before the lord ſteward, 

in or his deputy; and by 30 Car. I. ſt. a, and, 
ly. * Geo. I. c. 13, that no member. ſhall vote or 


wt ft! in either houſe, till he hath, in the preſence | | f 
ier I of the houſe, taken the/oaths of allegiance, 20 
nt. ſupremacy, and abjuration, and ſubſcribed, 1 
th, and repeated the declaration againſt tranſub | | 1 
hat Lantiation, and invocation of ſaints, and the x 
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,__ _  worthy'menin the kingdome, for that they &y . 
dna diffwaded the king to put himfelfe into | 
| their hands at Greenwich,) where he talked 
with them out of his barge, and thereby had = 
mtmeir maine defigne diſappointed. Simon ' 

They marker” Tibald archbiſhoppe of n and 


FLeeabeß, changellour of England, a right worthy pre- | 


waeren late, and Sir Robert Hates, a knight of high - 

courage lord prior of Sr. Johns, and trea- 
erer of England, with others they without 

reſpect to the majeſty of the king, pes 
. vilege of their moſt honourable dignities, 
moſt barbaronſly murthered by beben ing 1 
them "how. To ower Hill, among infernall | 
dee wad and divelliſh yels. For the Tower | 
_ itſelf (from WEE they had haled them, 
. young king being there in perſon) was 
open to their execrable inſalencies. Neither 
doth the authority of Polydore Virgil affirm. 
ing, that they were not haled forth, but 
onely ſtayed by the rebels, to Weis (hee . 
faith they were ſent) induce 2. rather to 
_ eredite him, than authours living about t thoſe ” 
very times. There was no little ſtore of | 
other innocent bloud ſhed by them i in a theſe _ 
amel. Nor was the = 
.. SIO manifeſt be rill, 


5 


ae e 2 were ng 1, 
to reckon up the kindes of ſuch. villainies, s 
they wrought, but endleſſe to recounte tie 
partzeularz. The common annals ſet forth  * ' 
this whole tragieall buſineſſe very diligently. 5 4 
They had many captaines of miſchiefe, 
but two principall, Wat Tyler of Maidſtone 
- in Kent, (whom Wal Ingham pretily cals the 
Uli of Clownes,) and | Facke Straw, who to- 25 _ 1 
gether had followers to the number (as theß 5 
Voere eſtimated) of about one hundreth thou. 1 
ſand; and at one ſermon made to them by 
John Ball, Naſſingham faith, there were about 
tile as many. Their petitions were full of 
pride and malice, but eaſily graunted by the 
Bing, the neceſſity of the times extortinang 
them. They had a chaplaine as graceleſſe as Spirited by the 
| themſelues, one Jobn Ball, cee Wat ag es 5 
Ad prieſt, who with his wicked doctrine nou 
. in them their Fon furies, to nad 
Ns 1 ee 3 ns mercy 
_ vere gone, Wat Tyler and his camp * 
eld not, but upon retence the 
articles of peace, ſought to winne time, till 1 
he might put into full execution his incred 
ble treaſon, which (as Jacle Straw at the time 7.4 g:raw's 


confeſhon that 
of his execution confeſſed) were upon that War Tyler 


wt 


ery 8 of the * wherein Wat T; Yer marchers hs 
„ 8 O90 | | ws . * 5 
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Wat Tyler. - ; 
meets the king 
ned., 


£4 N 


was FLORES to. nid this: akin and chiefe 
men, and to erect pettie tyrannies to l. 
ſelues in 80 ſhire; and already one John 
Litijſar à dyer in Norwich had taken 
upon 5 at Northwal/ham in Norfolke tlie 
name of the king of che commons, and 
Robert We/throome, in Suffolke,” to whom Fob 
rags another lew'd prieſt had aſſigned i / 
Neuer was the kingly race, and com. 
. ſo near to an utter extirpation, as at 
this preſent, which was (wee may truely fay) 
. preuented. The yong king in 
theſe feares and dangers repairing to . 
miner, moſt deuoutly commended his 
_ erowne, life, and whole eſtate to God, nor 
that in vaine. For Wat Tyler with his campe 
of raſcals eſteemed to be ten or twenty 
_ thouſand, (according to the king's proclama- 
tion attending in Smit held, but cauilling of 
"NE upon the conditions of peace, as hee; 
that meant a further miſchiefe, though. they 
of  Effex were returned) was: menen to ride 
to the king, who alſo fate on _horſe-backe 
before Saint Bartholmewes., "AY whoſe com- 
pany was that renouned Lord Mayor of Lon- 


„ 
3 


don William: NID FIR 1 atder r men 9 1 


lord e 


. of birth and place. wy 
Kilee 7 the 


Mat Tyler. Neue . at cha laſt oorhing) be⸗ 


| haved himſelfe 2 —_ n 365 W eee 
| ; "ther 
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| 5 ther cat _ acts el Sir Sahm: News 
ton, for omiſſion. of ſome punto of reſpect, 
Which he arrogated 1 to himſelfe, in more than 


SY, md CU Ot ta „ 


5 for that he dyed by the ſwords of honourable 
| perſons, for whom the axe of an W 

| had beene far too good. : 

1 The commons nerceiving - the fall of their The young 
5 captaine. prepared to, uſe extreme revenge, = who fol | 


5 preſent waar and courage (it being for his. life 
and kingdome) f 
bad them follow him, without being grieued. 


* "hen himſelfe would be their captaine. Here- 
upon they thronged after him into the field, 


1 the moſt worthy. of all Londoners Watworth, 
ſpeedes with one man onely into the citty, 
raiſeth a thouſand citizens in armour, brings 
| them (being led in good array by Sir Robert 
0 Knolle, and others) with Mat Tyler's head 
| : Gabe Mt ay HOY had e e to 


a kingly manner, was (upon leaue given by 3 


” the king) boldly : arreſted with a drawn wea- 
pon by the lord maior, a man (ſay writers / 
N of. incomparable courage, which blow was | 
- ſeconded by the ſaid lord, and others, ſo 
ſpeedily, that there this prodigie of a traĩitour 


— 


was feld and flaine. A death too worthy, 


eee the 
wed him. p 


; moſt hopefull yong king, with a 


arred foorth his horſe, and- 


for the loſſe of a ribauld and traitour, for now 


there to haue whatſoeuer they deſired. But 


. 


bee 


be * i 1 


very bead, the curſed: Lie Hs K kind a] 
_ dartif to fay, That: all the lator 7 19 work 
alt tome ont of bir mouth. © = 
© hw fubs This act reſtored the ero une, (as it 
their 85 gere) and realne to king Richard, fot the 
Pa rebels ſeeing themfelues girt in with armed | 
| them, partly fled, partly fell upon their knees, 
and (throwing away all hope in weapon) they 
| SS anfwerably to their baſenefle, begged their 
uss, who but enen now reputed them- 
5 ſelues maſtets of the field, amd of the king; 
25 5 and albeit there was a generall defire iti the ; 
. hearts of loyall men to expiate o many vil. 
i lies with the bloud of the actors, yet 
things abroad in the realme being as yet un- 
3 they had a generall charter of par. 
en ſealed, and x were M we TI: we 1 
5 aten K & 46 ko farther _ her, By + IO ; of 
= es in this drawing cloſer the compariſon of ſome latter 
3 Jobo Straw | performances and attempts, with this firſt | 
exhibition upon our ſtage, that, © as the 
| rebels marched to London, they fer all the 
. priſoners at liberty, of which number was 
2 . a * og of Maidſtone, Who'e: . 


- 
n * ” 4 g l 
£7 B Fa 1 I 


Foe Acta Regia notes to p. 767. 
ene 


by WM . ſermons wherever he came, 

that as all were the ſons of Adam, there 2 
_ ought to be no-diſtinQiion or ſuperiority; ana 
that all things ought to be equally ſhared . ee 
common . He (Wat Tyler) was ſo inſo- | 
lent, chat he told the knight, whom the king 

ſent to defire a conference with him, that he 
would come when he thought fit; and when 
he ſet out, he marched with ſuch lingering « 
tate, that the king ſending the ſame: knight 
a ſecond time to haſten him, the commiſ- 

ſion had like to have coſt him his life; and 
when he arrived in Smithfield, the ſame knight 
was like to be ſacrificed, becauſe he delivers 
eld him his meſſage from the king without 
5 1 from his horſe; which ſo provoked 

the imperious Tyler, that he was going to 
run him through, if the king had not ſtepped 
forwards, and called out e We oe” 
mount. i 


5 „ He . ſubſtance, POT hs . : 


old lavs ſhould be aboliſhed, and the form of ice. 
government altered according to his own” | 
Ge as * and that all ren, 


„ John Ballencouraged the lerelers by the ben. © 

ing lines 

e When Adam delyed and Eve ſpan 
0 SINE was then oy hoop 1 


* 


. 


3 and RI fhould 5 made eon, : 
and free for the poor, as well as the rich, to 
| ien fowl, hunt, and the like 
E | | John wan The next public exhibition of 8 of 
| 7 f | 3 which I find to have been attempted by the 
5 lexvellers, or malcontents bf the day, originated 

from John Wickliffe, the parſon of Lutter. 

worth, in Leiceſterſhire... This, like moſt 
other ſubſequent eſſays of the ſame nature, 


SS. 


Vas attempted to be veiled or cloaked unde 
the ſpecious and impoſing form or cry of 
religion. I ſhall conſider theſe: doctrines 
merely in a civil light, leaving the polemical 
ſolution of their theological differences from 1 
the eſtabliſhed religion to the conſcience and 
judgment of every individual, or of ſuch 
dixines, as they may chuſe for their own di- 
rectors. I ſpeak of Wickliffe and his level. 
ling and anarchical doctrine, after the rebel. |! 
ED, lion of Tyler and Straw, becauſe the govern- | 
> ment had not then experienced any public. 
" 8 rt pte or miſchiefs from his followers, 
3 I think i it highly probable, that the 
; Propagation of his principles did produce the 
moſt conſiderable ſhare of this very rebel. 
lion; for John Wickliffe began to preach his | | 
5 dockrines about the year of our Lord 1371, 4 
| about ten years before that rebellion broke y 
ute And it 8 clear, that he was ſuſ- 
8 ns pected 
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e i 4 1 : xy 6 8 rned wich thefs ickliffe ſuf. 
Janes from bis ei e and exa- concernedin the 
1 in the Piep p's court upon His 'doe{ 

7 in 1 8 in 1 the 8 8 

A Of whi ch examination Mr. Fox 
e "4 VICE. de To betet with 
ibübles was. forced” once again to make 
confeſſion of his doctrine, f in which confeſſion, 
28 occaſion ſerved, for to aboid the rigor of | 
things; he anſwered with intricate words, &. 
A. D. 1381. And (p. 910 he intimates, 85 
that Wickliffe often Nadel, &e. © And 

bow Wein) 1 do revoke and make recantation, 

By means whereof Mr. 'Foxexprelsly | 

2 44 *Wicklife wooned himſelf out t of the, 


ſelk out Dy wen in Altus: he went into 85 | 
hemia, Where he fignalized himſelf not a little 
in fomenting diſturbances againſt that ſtate; 4 
but it appears ünqueſtionable, that he made 
either a fincere or a mock recantation, which 
Was accepted; for after five years abſence 
he returned to England, and died peaceably 
at his parſonage houſe at Lutterworth, on the J . 
laſt day of December 1337. | 

John Wickliffe beſides many fin gular Wiki feds 
dofirines of a mers ſpiritual nature, which * e 
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dreth, thouſand men aue to riſe . all 
1 VV + TY? Mon. p. 96. a Art. * b. Art. 15. & Of. 
, 8 Fe Cent. 9. 10, 17. p. 452. Art. 45 
t As & Mon, p. 96. & 93. Art. 12. & Ofiander, f 
ee 0 1 ſupra, p- 458, Art. 36. 1 i) porn 
8 8 Cent. 9. 10. er e's p- buon ben 

I {Stowe'sAnnal, &c. p. 550. poſt, met. i: * 1 


Pr, 
CY 
& 
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rs 


5 could but be os 
n ſeems e 


civil ; ſophiſied Plant” 8 Leet rixality ; 
1 — Huabbles, about the civil magiſtrate 
min a very fophiltical and ealetbus —. 
d f Wickltout, "qui fenfet wa i, 
te 4 alles Aominium habere ; Wickliſſe was mad ' 
„ view be thought, that wicked men cons | & 
1 nabe 10 property nor power. And Laſtly, | 
WS 0 to/ tire my readers with redundant quo- 
tations,” + * Miras tragedias excitaoit With- 
155 Ten qui contendit cot, qui non haben piritum I 
Janftum amittere dominivim, & colligit _— 2 
fob bi cas Fationes as rom mant hue dogma, ( „„ 
e.; Wickliffe ed wonderful tra- ; | 
 gedies by holding, that thoſe, who were not | 
_poſſelſed of the huly ghoſt (. e. who were 
not in the ſtate of grace) loſt all right to 
property or power, and he collecks many fm. 
palin! arguments is confirm his option. | 
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Few accounts are, 1 believe, more Va- Sir 0 
rob) reported by Englith hiſtoriatis, than Shen = : 
the hiſtsty of Sir John Oldeaftle, who Vas © . 


Nel. gina Fred Mieö . in lib. Epift Zn. „„ 
inglii & Ecolampad. p. 622. and Ofiand. in Epit. Hiſt. pd OO 
Feel Cent g. rd "11, 74. p. 484. Art. 5. & One. 5 
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demand the belief of all par rties 
5 1 of Sir John Oldcaſtle, . 
Alter the relation of the rebel 
>. bn. his men in St, 0 
age - how-many were PRE. 
3 he informs us, 


— n he 


5 5 8 5 four. or five years, d 1 
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” bass of Syr Jobn Olde Jebep Tape 
in England, who with great nas and pro- 
miſes of money ſtyrred up the Scotts to 
- invade the realme in the king's abſence; af. _ 

 firminge the ſame would be eaſily wonne. 
And it was ſaid, that 8yr John Oldca/te talked 

with William (Douglaſi)the Scott, at P mfrett, 

promiſing him a great ſumme of money to ID 

| perſuade the people to come with him, and 

o bring with him, him who was falſelß 
called K. Richard- the II. and to ſet him 
up as king. Alſo indentures and other wryt- 
ings were el made betwixt Syr John Oi. 
egi, and the Duke of Albany in Scotland, 

| wherein the Scotts were in to om k ge 
5 Wande and Barwicke, &c. 8 


rr © e w.00.024 eee 


5 Joby Oldcaftle was tal 
territory of: the Lord Poweſſe neere the bor- 

ders of Wales, not without danger and hurt 

5 e him; neyther could he 

bimſelfe be taken before he was wounded. 

He was brought up to 

ounded during the parliament, and there = 


pe de fea)! ) ey We 1 


-<. Towards the end of the Fears 1417 187 sir Sc John Old 


of ſome, that- too 


V by chance in the priſoner. 7 


I pcs e wh. 


* 
. 
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tie e e yr Jan Ol Ee 


| was brought into the parliament before Se 8 


Fing 8 brother, the duke of Bedford, regent 


"OF © RODEO, of the. deine, and the other 
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"i Sie indlgninent vas re e befor | 


of his forcible infurre© "1 ing in 


5 Is" queſtion Was aſked, how 


twice himſelfe, and ſhew why 


be LIN not be deemed to dy? But he 


mereyes auf Gund 1 tha al mortall men, 
at would be followers of God "ought- to 


een prrveyied bag ie 0 Lace Toe Arg | 


unt 10 be pradtifed by them, that worſhipped God, 


vorils to detract tyme, untill the cheefe juf- 
ice admoniſhed the regent not to ſuffer him 


to ſpend the tyme ſo vaynely, &e. But he 


gin began to talke nothing to the purpoſe, 
untill the cheefe juſtice commaunded him to 


1 finally, why he ſhould not ſafer 
ae To e he ſtoutly anſwered, that 
he had no judge among them, ſo long as his 
_ lord K. Richard wa line, and in the 

alme of Scotland. Which of 1 
ad ma | dle chere needed uo further 


— 


2 he was condemned to be drawne | 
and hanged” upon a gallewes, and to be 
burned hanging upon the fame, Which judg- 
ment was executed on him on the 1th of 


„in Saint Erbe Fi OY Where many 


25 „ oe og on | honorable 


© ©2 


| Saint te Fie, and hier dee pe him 


1 to preach of the 


but ts be ig to God alone. © With many other 


4 8 


wn 


5 1 8 8 be ſake Was to we'd Bf 
| Erping bam, adjuringe him, that if he faw _ 
” him rife from death to hte agains | the thi 14 8 
bs he would procure 4 lat his Te& might 
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defore mentioned, mould act in a | fellitions 


that Fill more noted 


ment, Sir Jeb, Oldeaftle,” of Co 


N x; 5 - 7 8 
—— vt wre. 3 


be in pelee and quien? „ 5 80 bigs 7 
i Oldeaſtle Eskelüt mne 888 


ud treaſonab]e manner towards his fore | 
WY 1forb&ar'to mention many inſtances 
ef duch att. e pts, which are related by Co» 

| xhiporaty- authors, for the reuſon I have 5 
e Aladed f. No doubt nor queſtion = 


can however be raiſedagainſt the authenticity 5 | 


of the record; for if it were not Perfectly 
authentic, it k 
(particularly conſidering its tendency) Sir 
Robeft Cotton would not have included it 
in his collection, nor Would Mr. Prynne, 85 
ep tblican, have pub- 
iſhed" it in his abridgment of theſe records 
of the tower. n Tueſday the 18th of fe 
Doerember, and and the 29th: day of this parlia- 
oling, in thei, 
unty of Kent knight, being Raven upon | 
| treaſon in the King's Bench, and Exon | 
ot. Oe OY 5 the ; 5 op 8 the Te 'ower, re- 
viſe, Te, DE William 8 SH. VI. pP. 853, 584. 


municated 7 


may be fairly concluded, that 


eds pealed Jos: the pr of Car. I). our. an: ” 
„„ _ proceeded: capitally. againſt Sir John N 
-  Oldcaſttle (ſometimes called Lord Cobham, 
on account of his being i in right of his wife 
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a, = 1 8 before the archbiſhop of Cable 
- | bury for hereſies, was brought before the 
lords, and having heard his faid conviction, 
| anſwered not thereto j in excuſe; upon which 
F record and proceſſe i it was adjudged, that he 
mould be taken as a traitor to the king and | 
realm; that he ſhould be carried to the tower 
of London, and from thence: drawn through | 
TLondaon to the: new gallows i in St. Gyles, with- | 
| out Temple-barr, and thete to be hanged and i 


. $ - * 
234 — _ 
; 1 
* 


burned hanging. The fecgrd out of the 
King 8 Bench i 1s at large, the effect whereof 


is, that the ſaid Sir John Oladcaftle, and others, 04 

to the number of twenty men, called Lollarde, 
at St, Gyles aforeſaid, did conſpire to ſubvert 1 

| the ſtate of the clergy, and to kill the king, 

his brother, and other nobles. The arch- | 

\ biliop of Canterburies inſtrument for his „ 


communication is there alſo at large,” 


It is to be collected from facts, that Hot 1 5 
| withſtanding the ſeverity and rigour of thoſe i. 
© times, which even produced. the mom 1 


5 Se « 34 —— 


the lord of the manor. of Cobham): and his 


55 alfociates, n not for their ſpeculative: errors in 


* ? 8 
p | 4 8 ? of 0 "6 $5 * , ' d 1 Bu 
is G4 x 12 1 6 5 ; . As - n 
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- Bohemia, he made a proſelyte of the noted | 


- | fac, which 3 e Kerefies, but for 


8 their ſeditious andtreaſonable practices againſt 
tlie ſtate. For though they made hereſy ca- 
-  pirallys criminal, they did not make it treaſon.” 


80 whether John Wickliffe himſelf had art 


5 enough to elude the rigorous juriſdjation of 


bis day, or by : A prevaricating Tecantation of { 8 
15 


lis dodrines, difarmed the ſeverity of the | 1 


e 


4 laws, true jt is what Mr. Fox. ſays of him. 

This martyr was never put to death, nor 
— yet! fo much a8 "impriſoned for his religion, 
but died in his bed at his benefice of Lut- . 


7 terworth, in Leiceſterſhire, upon the ware 
+: bete noted“ But the nature of his doc- 4 


_ trines, more than the example of the teacher, 
; produced after 53 death the molt fatal diſ. 
5 alters to the { 


on country, When John Wickliffe v was in 
John Huſs, and he with his colleague 


ſeeditious doctrines of their maſter John 
: ' Wickliffe in thir followers, 7 for up- 
wards of twenty years together they carried 
on with an army of forty thouſand men 0 


; 5 rebellious war 1 13 lawful foverei ign, \ 


* * Fox's cane, 2 1 Ar, 1997 John = 


gainſt his laws 


& 
7 
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Hierom of Prague, fo firmly rivetted theſe 1 | 


' "Beſides the rebellion of John Hu Haſs, 2 
8 5 Sir John Olea 3 and his adherents in our e 


ſovereign 


the e 


£ | 
K - 


2 


1 


e 


Fallacious prac- 


2 


1 he's 155 . Yorks: 9 8 in 
human war, that ever diſgraced- any nation. 4 
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rity, which impelled ſome of their deluded 
; anceſtors to become actors in theſe diſgrace- 


oY 
* 3 


: al : | | / e. 4 83 
driven out of 8 OM re Re 
de kingdom, mne, , 
feeks 3 


5 = et | 


; — 


Is PO ER — | 
ders juſtify 55 5 25 855 
Proceedings by .f 
the doctrine of 


4 c y- ber judged- by any, 
eee a ſouaraigũ po wer ie 
F ArringcRedtviowmaapicanas® 
8 4 | diſpoſed 


- 


% 


. 8s Age eee aha, 


ITT hh 


oF; 


ed 


e antocident. Thus myſt we give more Wes 


r r TY BF IT oO woo 


being at Geneva, in queen Mans * 


wet ries, un the Set d. wa 
m it in this fad exainple.* 


1 certainly argues z adit fakes lan 
certain knowledge of the cauſe or the antece- 


Dreier 
ee ee on e ee or conſe. 


ny be Oy 
oo 


* 
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and wretchedneſs of their affli&ed country.“ 


* « As you have heard how Mr. Knox, 


 Bancrofi Dangerous Politlory, i. p- „af, 


TE: boured, _ 


— aac hea ved ther „ 


[1 2 . 
7 1 


5 and c 3 than ere — 14 
boundbefore God 1 overthrow the ſuper/tition £ 
idolatry, that was then in the land and m 16 


via, thuugb it ꝛbere wh puma her 20 Wy þ 
Out of tio of theſe Engliſh! books; 1 Hauk ae 1 
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our hands, to deliver the children of God, when 


we fee them pitiouſly in danger wy God s ene- 


mies. . 
i the office of counſellors. t Eridle the 


Henin. Princes and $overnare * noblemen 


= Goodman, p. 5 
# Ibid. >. 63, 43, 59, 72. 


1 lbid. p. 87, 88, $9, 90. - 
Flbid. p. 90. 5 


i Ibid. p. 33, 35. „ 
I wore 


o {ag aud W 


def e dae pmol an OM Noblemen 

| have their honour Fo e people 10 reden 1 the 

Muriel 7 Ren king, aud wor Po Por Yheir lufty 

| Tow, ible 951 and nies £ "Ringing and 

2 Kae, oþon bragging and feotaring, falſe fer. 

1 thg "an "ann Malene, N . picking 5. "oa Kalbe, 
S er "polling and Pilling, 8 

„„ = Sachen, "tp promiſe Mons Hat the 

5 rat might "help them; which, if he db. 

ot, they are 4 age of their obedience © 

"4-4 105 V mag! MHrales without fear Ca 

2 wp laws themſelves, aud ct others 70 As 

the le, they then have loft that honou and obe- 

Ane, which other; ie Their" fubjetts did owe 


>) 9 S >. > jj + 2/5, HQ 


Unto. em; and ought” 10 more to be laben for 1 4 

| agifrates,. tut be examined, accuſed, bn 1. 
1 deed, ond pus“ * \ lb. Panſgre] N 
| Jors.” . Nn N h 

| , « Jager ought, VN * law of God, to by 

Hamm princes before them "for their crimes * 5 

and | to o proceed Ll them as Alt all other Y 1 5 

; yo 60 Pr” Princes 1 5 the A * Cod) 9 

70 be depoſed ; md Inferior magiſtrates ought | 27 

chiefy v to 40 i. 8 a mples a allowed of kings 4 


» Obed. p. 107: N p. 19% | x. hid. 
p. 219. 139. J Obeflienoe, p. 111. l Goodm. 
© bid. p. 110. . 8 


1 1 „ 
Wa >. FF. 


_ depoſed, 


„ R 


Dennert. Kc. ere * 435 05; 5 


Laaer in in th {6 Ruslan 
* Edward Il Rich. II. Obrifie ne 


G ö. Jowful 10 kill, PW hinge. 0 
Hrants - and both by God's. law and man's. Jaws 
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of Numbers, did hang up certain of their heads 


and captains ; which ought ta he for ever a per- 


| petual example of their duty, yin the like defe r. 
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for their inconformity, and had refuſed to 


e acknowledge the king's ſupremacy, or had 
declared their diſaffections to Epiſcopal go- 
verament. 4 
no eneguragement to fit amongſt them, they 
eite them to appear as er 
againſt them in a ſcandalous and:unchriſtian 


Henderſon the manner: and f 
moderator or 
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minal perſons, libel 


e choice. of Hen. 
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- rator or chief preſident i in it. And though, 
upon the Tenſe of their: diſo zbedience;;the aſ⸗- 
| fembly was again diſſolved by the king's pro- 
clamation; yet they continued as before ir 
contempt thereof. In which ſeſſion the 


1 condemned the calling af biſhops, the ar- 
ticles of Perth, the liturgy, and the book of 


canons, as inconſiſtent with the ſcripture, and 


the kirk of Scotland. They proceed next to 


the rejecting of the five controverted points; 
which they called Arminianiſm': and finally, 
decreed a general ſubſeription to be made 


to theſe conſtitutions. For not conforming 
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tough they had been animated unte the aaa. 


refufal, as well by the conſeience of their 
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lenity [o abufed might not turn to fury; and ehen 


therefore thought it was high time to put 


relves i into arins, to call back moſt of 
their old ſoldiers from the warres in Ger- 
and almoſt all their officers frem ſuch 
commands in the Netherlands ; who 
mai intain, they intercept the king's —— : 
andthe rents of the biſhops, and lay great 
taxes on the people, taking up arms and 
ammunitionfro! the States United, v with whom 
they went on ticket, and long days of pay- 
ment, for want of ready money for their ſa- 


tisfaction. But all this had not ſerved their The Hog with» 
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uns apſelnte conqueſt, and give them an oppor: 

iT tunity to frgride better, far, themſelves. in 

5 lg gf the time t o. come, upon the reputation of 
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with a puiſlant army, making their way to 
that inyaſion by ſome. printed pamphlets, 
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ing been only the contrivance and act of ſome 
few ambitious and bloody. perſons, and ſuch 
others, 28 by their influence were miſled. 
And as we hope and pray, that God will not 
impute the guilt of it, nor of all the evil con- 
ſequences thereof, unto the land, whoſe divine 
: Wiles never involves the guitleſs. with the 
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ther part of his works 5 owns, that from the 


nature of things it was negeſſary, that the op- 


poſition to king Charles's government ſhould 


begin from a few, who might therefore be 


called a faction, for whom there was no ſafety 3 
ſhort of his death. * « For,” ſays hs, it is 


to be regretted, that the tuation of things Was 
fuch, that the ſentence could not' be paſſed by the 
| ee unde 15 or their rage ſolemnly 


e 39. 


Aſt day of King Charles's trial. Hiſt. of the Civil. Wars, 


. vol. i ili. 's Ri. p. 196. « When all thoſe who were commiſ. 
fioners had taken "their places, and the king was brought 


in, the firſt ceremony was, to read their commiſſion, which 


7 - woas the ordinance of parliament for the trial; and when 
- Wks mary the judges \ were all called, eyery man anſwering to his 


name, as he was called, and the preſident being firſt called 


| ; and making anſwer, the next who was. called being. the ge- 


neral, Lord Fairfax, and 1 no anſwer being made, the officer 


| called him'the ſecond time, w when there was a voice heard 


that ſaid, * be bad more ait than to be theres} which put 
the court into ſome diſorder; and ſomebody aſking who 
it was, there was no anſwer, but a little murmuring; but 
5 preſently, when the impeachment. was read, and that ex- 
preſfon uſed, of l the good people of England, the ſame 
woice in a louder tone anſwered; © Vo, nor tht hundredth 
| fart of them; upon which one of the officers bid the ſol- 
e: mptuous 


oords were uttered ; but it was quickly diſcerned,” that it 
24 3, the general's wife the lady Fairfax, who had uttered 
++ both thoſe ſharpe layings, who was preſently perſuaded © or | 
forced to ho the CO to prevent OF new diſorder. 1 
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et the generality of the nation at that time 
d 55 would 1 not Bau voted for the death os their ee 
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. 3 From what T have. 3 gad, may we 
3 collec 2 ſpecimen of the deadly fruit, which 
a =. mY faction would produce, if the growth ok 
5 the plant were in any manner encouraged in 
5 dis country. Some of the moſt noxious 
q " "herbs, under the diſguiſe of i improper 1 names, 
455 their way into the faireſt gardens; but 
de „ one. fatal inſtance of their deadly poiſon, i in⸗ 


» duces the melaz icholy but Tequiſite caution | 
„ts prevent their future progreſs to maturity. 
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: Thus confident am I, that the abuſive  appli- 
Tn cation of the term religious. to. theſe ſeditious 
„ and rebellious political ſectaries, has alone ju: 
1 proc ured the admiſſion, adoption, or tolera- 
don of them in our conſtitution. We have | 
; | She y e ee 
N and beirs of Horace Lord Pere of Tilbury, who having | 
5 been bred i in Holland, had not that reverence for che church 
1 of England, as (he ought to have had, and ſo had unhappily 
5 0 e in her huſband's. entering into rebellion; never 
: BU imagining what miſery ĩt would bring upon the kingdom, 
; and now abhorred the work in hand as much, as any bodx 
5 could do, and did all ſhe. could. to hinder her huſband. 
f from acting any part in it. Nor did he ever, fr in that 
bloody court, though he Was throughout orerwitted by 
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been lang ago tald by good -authority, that 
fron their "fruits ye at know them ; * and 5 
confidently affirm what nobody will deny, that 
5 the mild Spirit of the Britiſh. conſliention 


: to \ propagate . Gn, nmend 
> the truth of it by their m cls, humility, 1 
_- and peaceable ſubmiſſion t to, the. powers of the i 
_ © ſtate, and command reſpe&t by the charity they 
practiſe towards their neighbour, and the * 
h fying example of their own innocency. 
As God has left the choice and * by | 


3 government. to each community, ſo has he 


ers and means for its own preſer; \ 


given to cach community, the neceſfary pow- 
ation, which 
in their nature muſt be variable, that they may 
fit and be ſuitable, to that indefinite yariety 0 of 
circumſtances and occaſions, which in the oc- | 
ceurrences and fates of empires are poſſible to 
ariſe. Dr. Kippis in his ſermon upon the 
: centenary commemoi i 


ation of the revolution 
| has expreſſed an idea bighly liberal in its ten- 
dency, and which if carried into execution 
would perhaps add the moſt laſting ſecu- 
rity to the peace, welfare, and proſperity of 
ur excellent conſtitution. * < IOW. it 
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9 P the variety of matter, hit: 
pin upon, , Lhave: unintent 


. limits, to which Tabs meant to con- 
ite myſelf. The importance however of the 


queſtions themſelves will, I hope, ſcreen me 


from the imputation of prolixity. I have 
throughout the work endeavoured to make 
a faithful and candid repreſentation of every 
fact, that I had occaſion to Jpeak of; if any 


: however ſhall be found to have. been miſcon- 


ceived or miſrepreſented, I ſolemnly diſavow 
the intention of mp others, — 1 


may have erred myſelf. 
Attempts have been lately winds with + 
rancour and much inſolenceto-miſrepreſent and 


vuoilify our conſtitution. I . 508 exerted my 
humble efforts to counteraQt ; and 1 ſhall. 
ever boaſt of my wiſhes to Dent to my 
countrymen the conſtitution of this kingdom 
as the moſt perfect work of human polity. 4 
If in the gradual formation of it, we have been 


more fortunate or more wiſe, than our nei igh- 
: . bours, we may alſo ſtill boaſt of being the 
5 fogenioſt 1 towards attaining the hi ay er poſlible 
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dais ſtill to wor C and Wopeve üput formed 


of the venerable materials of millennial expe- 
 rience, which time and circumſtance: 


_ "mented, ſettled, and incorporated i into a a body 
of the moſt durable folidity. A baſis widely 


different from thoſe compoſed of the crumbling 


Plaſter of Paris, upon which the modern ſtate 
| &s have been unable to erect with ſta- 


bility the lighteſt temporary ſuperſtructure. 


e ge alliance which our conſtitution has in- 
me to enter further into the topic of religion, 


ttlan a mere differtation upon the eivil conſti- 


tution of a country might ſeem to require. I 


am aware of the extreme difficulty of treating 


religious ſubjects in a manner ſatisfactory to all 
perſons. It has neither been my province nor 
my intention to diſcuſs the merits of any reli- 
gious perſuaſion whatever; and if any reflec- 


tion or obſervation has eſcaped me, that can 


a or offend't the Soon cos * of any 
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- TY am fenfible, thay in quoting the . a e our 
Fe and legal writers, I have ſometimes adopted phraſcs, 
which may not ſtand the ſevere ordeal of theological preciſion 2: 
for inſtance, it is ufually faid, that the king of England points, 
| biſhops, &e. ; now neither in Zega/, conflitutional, nor theological 


accuracy, is this word appoint proper; becauſe it is not a 
with the fact. For if by the word ah W] are to underſtand 
the gift or collation of real ſpiritual oer or juri fiction, Which 
the act of conſecrating gives not, and which confifts in the power 
1 3 in ä Waters det of fin, ſpiritually* 
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en church and ſtate has obliged | 


eu cies, I ruſt i the Gp that 
unintene beer Ty een mn. 
ing an diſcuſſing the pineipteo 
ent, I have endeavoured to cau- | 
en againſt the effects of cer- 
„bich have alrendy 


nien, — the conviction that | 


- verſive of this conſ 


as the Engliſh conſtitution is not repugnant to 
the faith of a true chriſtian, ſo principles ſub- 
ution/ cannot have been 


revealed by the divine author of that faith. 1 


no more attribute theſe turbulent and anarchi- 
CLE 8855 een wy J 
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veſts no ſuch prerogative, xi 0 or ee F Nr 
the . of a Leen op 


* conſtant ulage for m 
this conge d elire ee eee with a 8 ere eee from Ne — 
- containing the name of the perſon, w wo 


| Gays, the nomination ſhall devolve to the Bag, who may by let- 
* patent eos ſuch perſon, as he Eevifea? This election or 
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7 15 "To prove, "that any 1 infltytion Far 


1 attained i its ne plus ultra of perfection is to pro- 


7 duce internal evidence of a radical deficiency 
er vice in the ſyſtem; and to prove 2 con- 
ůnued progrels in the melioration or improye- 

ment of a ſyſtem js concluſive evidence, that 


e ground. work of the ſuperſtructure i is in its 

nature firm and permanent. I have endea- 
 yYoured to trace and mark the advances, which 
our conſtitution has been gradually making 
| ſince 3 *s firſt von towards the periadion 
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avid eſtabliſhment of en as EH . to 5 pope, 
et it is evident beyond 5 ubt, that chey neither attempted 
vor intended to inveſt, nor did they by law inveſt the king with a 
power of collating fbivitual juriſdition ; for they expreſeſy direct 
the biſhop to apply to the archbiſhop. or other biſbops for that, 
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which was not in its nature conferable by the laity; for rhough ? 
the law ſubjects the archbi and biſhops to the fevereſt penal- 7 1 


8 5 ties and forfeitures, if after ſuch election or nomination they refuſe 


to confirm and r ee perſon elected or nominated, yet it autho- i 
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i 
rizes not the King or any other perſons to orm and invef, or to 
t or collate the real ſpiritual eee, f Bude nor does it 1 or 
| Eypeſe that the perforr elected or nominated becomes a real ſpi- 
| ritual paſtor of Chriſt's chürch without ſuch confirmation or 5 
Leſtiture. When the biſhop has been elected or nominated, and 
confirmed and inveſted, he then is to ſue to the king for his- 
demporalities, which as appendages of the civil eſtabliſiment of 
* were holden by our Roman catholic anceſtors, as well as © 


dy the nation at this day, to be at the diſpoſal and under the | 


controul of the ſtate, and not of the fupreme or other ſpiritual mi- 
niſters of the church 8 for in the year 1350 (25 Ed. III.) 
though they then did and for many centuries afterwards, con- 
tinued to acknowledge the ſpiritual ſapremacy. of the pope, they. 
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2 and denizens, as if be had been patron gnd ad. 
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